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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1960 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  : 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
AND  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifth  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year  I960.  The  report 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  is  in  a form  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  The  sections 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area,  Housing  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been  written  and  compiled  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  to  whom  I am  indebted.  The  final  section 
of  the  report  is  devoted  to  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services 
for  which  the  Comity  Council  is  the  responsible  authority. 

The  passage  of  the  year  in  this  rapidly  developing  area  can  hardly 
be  described  as  uneventful.  Last  year  was,  surely,  not  uneventful  for 
the  three  thousand  people  who  came  to  make  their  homes,  the  majority 
also  to  find  work,  in  the  area.  The  building  of  1,364  new  houses,  197  by 
the  Council,  628  by  the  Development  Corporation  and  539  by  private 
enterprise  was  the  fulfilment  of  much  prior  thought  and  planning  and 
must  have  given  excitement  as  well  as  pleasure  to  those  who  occupied 
them.  The  changing  face  of  the  Borough,  so  pleasing  to  most  people, 
just  cannot  be  lightly  dismissed  or  ignored,  nor  can  so  radical  a change 
be  aptly  described  as  uneventful. 

Yet  from  the  health  standpoint  the  year  1960  was  uneventful.  There 
were  no  outbreaks  of  disease,  either  major  or  minor,  to  attract 
attention,  nor  was  the  sickness  rate  in  the  community  other  than 
average.  The  vital  statistics,  with  the  exception  of  the  still-birth  rate  and 
the  two  unfortunate  maternal  deaths  in  the  Borough,  were  satisfactory 
and  compared  favourably  with  other  areas.  The  children  were  spared 
the  irritation  of  the  common  infectious  diseases  which  last  year  were 
few  and  sporadic:  the  major  infectious  diseases  did  not  even  put  in  an 
appearance. 

An  uneventful  year  has  little  descriptive  value  for  there  are  no 
highlights  to  which  one  can  point.  We  gain  the  headlines  by  what  we 
achieve  or  have  thrust  upon  us  and  not  from  what  we  may  have  been 
spared.  Often  we  have  difficuty  in  showing  our  achievements  for  they 
are  not  aways  immediatey  apparent  but  must  await  the  crucial  test  of 
time  for  the  belated  support  of  facts  and  figures. 
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We  followed  last  year  a careful  routine  of  prevention  which  we 
shall  continue  to  follow  and  improve  upon  in  the  years  ahead.  If  we 
experience  a succession  of  years  as  “uneventful”,  in  a health  context, 
as  that  of  1960  few  in  the  community  will  have  just  cause  for 
complaint. 

In  conclusion  I offer  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Councils  for 
their  kindly  consideration  and  continued  interest  in  all  matters  relating 
to  health,  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  unfailing  help  and 
co-operation  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office  for  their 
loyal  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

“Churchill”,  Park  Road, 

Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts. 

July,  1961. 


ft 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

R.  S.  H YeND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Dacorum  Division,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Alan  C.  Horne,  d.p.a.,  f.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke,  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S  H.) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  Birch,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

D.  P.  J.  Byrne,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

J.  A.  Fish,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H. : Housing  Management 

— Institute  of  Housing) 

K.  Whiteley,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h., 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector : 

R.  H.  T.  Chappell,  b.sc.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert,  r.s.h. and  s.i.e.j.b. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  C.  Sweet,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.H.) 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

C.  Laidman,  cert,  r.s.h.  and  s.i.e.j.b.,  f.a.l.p.a. 
(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  to  the  District  Council) 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  Sanderson,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.inst.p.c.,  m.inst.b.e. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates— R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council) 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEM  El,  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  7,193  acres 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1960  ...  51,570 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1960  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,022 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1960  ...  ...  ...  £894,297 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1960/61  ...  ...  £3,760 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

560  526 

1,086 

Illegitimate 

23  22 

45 

Total  ... 

583  548 

1,131 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  21.9. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.2. 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Male  Female 

T otal 

Legitimate 

14  15 

29 

Illegitimate  

— — 

— 

Total  ... 

14  15 

29 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  25.0. 

DEATHS : 

Males  203,  Females  195 

396 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

7.7 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

12.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

...  ...  ... 

o 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  

... 

1.72 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 

ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female 

T otal 

Legitimate 

9 8 

17 

Illegitimate 

1 1 

2 

Total  ... 

10  9 

19 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  


16.8 

15.7 

44.4 

11.5 
8.0 

32.8 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  2.52 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.55 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.87 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.12 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.04 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.  B.  but  includ- 
ing syphilis  and  other  V.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 0.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Papulation 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1960  was 
51,570  as  compared  with  49,000  at  mid- 1959.  Allowing  for  the  natural 
increase  of  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  735,  this 
shows  that  1,835  persons  moved  into  the  area  last  year. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  the  Borough  these  are 
0.74  and  1.58  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  truly 
comparable  with  those  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country 
as  a whole. 

The  need  for  such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  difference  in  the 
constitution  of  area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex 
and  age  group  components.  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the  high 
factor  for  deaths  are  both  indicative  of  the  relative  youthfulness  of  the 
Borough  population  as  compared  with  other  areas  and  the  country  as 
a whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  1,131  live  births  was  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  28  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rale  was  16.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.9  for  the  previous  year  and  17.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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StiSl  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers  29  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  16  on  the  previous  year.  The  still-birth  rate 
was  25.0  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  11.6  for  1959 
and  with  19.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  396 
(201  males,  195  females),  an  increase  of  53  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  12  1 per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  11.2  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.5. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  E)iseases. 

Of  the  80  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth 
in  13  instances  was  situate  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  16.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  com- 
pared with  19.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Under  1 years 
1-  5 years  ... 
5-10  years  ... 
10-15  years  ... 
15-20  years  ... 
20-25  years  . . . 
25-35  years  . . . 
35-45  years  . . . 
45-55  years  . . . 
55-65  years  ... 
65-70  years  . . . 
70-75  years  ... 
75-80  years  ... 
80-85  years  . . . 
85-90  years  ... 

90  years  and  over 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


ALL  CAUSES  . . . 


Males 

Females 

Total 

10 

9 

19 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

9 

16 

17 

10 

27 

24 

27 

51 

31 

17 

48 

33 

20 

53 

27 

39 

66 

24 

32 

56 

12 

22 

34 

6 

7 

13 

201 

195 

396 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1960 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

i. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— • 

— 



3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

■ — 

— 

— - 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— - 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— ■ 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— . 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— ■ 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

5 

3 

8 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

12 

1 

13 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

8 

8 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

28 

21 

49 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

19 

39 

58 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

37 

21 

58 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

4 

7 

11 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

19 

28 

47 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

4 

10 

14 

22. 

Influenza  _ 

— 



— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

16 

16 

32 

24. 

Bronchitis  

9 

4 

13 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   



— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

— 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28, 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

5 

— 

5 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

— 

2 

n 

A- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

7 

1 

8 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

17 

22 

39 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

4 

2 

6 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

3 

2 

5 

35. 

Suicide  

3 

2 

5 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

201 

195 

396 

li 


Infant  Mortality  in  I960 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

1 

3 — 4 weeks 

1 

| Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

i 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Other  Congenital 

malformations 

3 

— 

- — - 

— 

3 

- 

1 

1 

— 

5 

Prematurity 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Cerebral  Haem- 
orrhage   

2 

— . — 

— 

— 

2 





2 

Haemolytic  dis- 
ease of  the  new- 

born  

2 

- — 

— 

— 

2 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

2 

Pulmonary  Tub- 

erculosis 

• — 

— - 

— 

— 

0 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

Retroperitoneal 

0 

Tumour 

“ 

~ 

i " 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

10 

2 

0 

1 

13 

— — 

! > 

2 

3 

0 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

Four  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  supply  the  town  with  water. 
Three  of  these  boreholes  are  of  comparatively  recent  construction  at 
Piccotts  End;  the  other  is  much  older  and  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 
Each  source  was  sampled  for  bacteriological  examination  before  the 
water  was  chlorinated,  and  chlorinated  samples  were  also  obtained  from 
the  two  reservoirs  at  Adey field  and  Boxted  and  from  points  on  the 
distribution  mains,  usually  house  taps.  One  hundred  and  seventy-six 
samples  were  taken  end  all  were  satisfactory.  Samples  for  chemical 
analysis  were  taken  every  six  months  and  these  were  satisfactory.  The 
water  is  hard. 

Development  continued  in  various  parts  of  the  borough  and  5\ 
miles  of  water  distribution  mains  were  laid.  The  average  daily  consump- 
tion rose  to  2.97  million  gallons  per  day. 

Private  Supplies 

Twenty-three  houses  are  supplied  from  private  wells  or  bores.  There 
was  an  improvement  in  several  of  these  where  previous  sampling  had 
shown  unsatisfactory  results,  and  the  unsatisfactory  sample  results  were 
due  to  concentration  on  known  doubtful  sources. 


P 
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Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  and  from  wells: 


Total  Number  in  Borough  

Dwellings 

16,225* 

Persons 

52,000f 

Number  supplied  from  main: 

1.  Direct  

2.  To  outside  standpipes  

16,195 

7 

51,900 

20 

Number  supplied  by  wells  . 

16,202 

23 

51,920 

80 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer. 

t Estimate. 

Water  Samples  taken  during  1960 


Description 

of 

Samples 

Number  o 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAM. 

f Samples 

CHEMICAL  EXAM. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Raw  Water — 
Marlowes  ... 

1 1 

11 

2 

0 

Piccotts  End 

58 

58 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Chlorinated  .. 

107 

107 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Private  Supplies 

29 

20 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Pool 

20 

20 

Main  Water  ... 


Total  Hardness: 


267  to  297  parts  per  million 


Public  Swimming  Bath 

The  Borough  Council’s  Public  swimming  bath  is  at  ‘‘Churchill”,  Park 
Road.  It  is  a modern  open-air  pool  built  to  international  dimensions, 
but  its  use  is  limited  to  the  summer  months.  It  is  filled  from  the  town’s 
mains  supply  and  has  an  efficient  filtration  and  chlorination  (break- 
point) purification  plant.  Bacteriological  samples  are  taken  throughout 
the  season  and  show  a consistently  high  standard  of  purity. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  continued  extension  of  sewers  enabled  further  cesspools  to  be 
abolished.  There  are  still  several  unsewered  areas,  particularly  Feiden 
and  Bourne  End,  and  the  Council  operate  an  emptying  scheme  for  which 
a charge  is  made.  Work  to  provide  sewers  in  the  Pancake  Lane  area 
will  commence  soon. 

A total  of  6,661  yards  of  foul  sewers  and  9,755  yards  of  surface 
water  sewers  was  laid,  mainly  by  the  Council  and  the  Development 
Corporation. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  19  37 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 


(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

19 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

197 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

34* 

TOTAL 


a h i 

Number 

on 

Register 


250 


Number  of 


Inspections 


85 


41 


135 


Written 

Notices 


4 


12 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


* Sites  of  Building  operations  and  works  of  Engineering  construction. 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient  

1 (2) 

1 (4) 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

6 (2) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

10  (4) 

3 (4) 

2 

— 

— 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  building  sites,  and  are  totalled  separately. 


3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  ... 
Miscellaneous  


Total 


109 

80 

4 


193 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 

Visits  and  Inspections 
general: 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

Housing  Act  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Occupancy  Survey 2,119 

Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,599 

Council  house  removals  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  58 

Problem  families  and  old  people  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  Supplies 248 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drainage  and  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  547 

Refuse  and  Sewage  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Canal  boats  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites  ...  ...  ...  134 

Theatres,  cinemas  and  public  halls  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  661 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  554 

Clean  Air  Act — visits  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Smoke  observations  and  boiler  house  visits  ...  ...  ...  75 

Interviews  1,021 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  732 

Pests  Act — rats  and  mice  1,293 

Flies  and  insects  227 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  1,102 

FOOD  premises: 

Slaughterhouses  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Food  shops  ...  690 

Mobile  shops  and  delivery  vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

Bakehouses  9 

Licensed  premises  ...  79 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  145 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  ...  ...  134 

Public  Market  and  foodstalls  438 

Food  vending  machines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Food  inspection  visits 123 

Food  and  drug  sampling  60 
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Nuisances  Abated  : 

Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses 

738 

Moveable  dwellings  removed  from  site  ... 

16 

Disinfestation  and  wasps 

nests  

208 

Food  premises 

, . , • , , ••• 

288 

Shops  (welfare) 

23 

Petroleum 

47 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

18 

Licensed  premises  . . . 

•••  •••  ••• 

29 

Slaughterhouse 

... 

13 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.59 

1960 

1960 

31.12.60 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

17 

80 

55 

42 

Formal 

— 

2 

2 

— 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Informal  (Repairs) 

57 

39 

50 

46 

Formal  (Repairs) 

7 

1 

7 

1 

SHOPS  ACT 

Informal 

56 

130 

117 

69 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Informal  ... 

9 

13 

15 

7 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

51 

140 

113 

78 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

14 

30 

26 

18 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

1 

4 

5 

1 

OTHER  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

5 

12 

9 

8 

217 

451 

399 

269 

16 


MOUSING 


Frogmore  Crescent,  which  contains  twenty-four  houses  in  four 
terrace  groups,  was  declared  a Clearance  Area.  The  Council  rehoused 
the  tenants  of  fifteen  temporary  bungalows  so  that  they  could  be 
demolished  and  the  site  used  for  permanent  housing.  Two  demolition 
orders  and  two  closing  orders  were  made  and  more  than  one  hundred 
dwelling-houses  were  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  serving  notices. 


Special  Survey 

At  the  request  of  the  Council,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
carried  out  a special  survey  of  the  old  town  to  estimate  the  probable 
housing  demand  during  the  next  twenty  years.  The  work  was  still  in 
progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks: — 

“This  has  been  a much  more  active  and  interesting  year  than  the 
last.  One  hundred  and  eight  new  houses,  fiats  and  bungalows  for  old 
people  were  completed  which  made  it  possible  to  house  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  applicants  from  the  waiting  list  and  fifty-three  tenants 
were  transferred  to  accommodation  more  suitable  to  their  needs.  In- 
cluded in  this  figure  were  sixteen  tenants  from  temporary  bungalows 
which  have  since  been  demolished  to  make  way  for  permanent  houses 
on  the  site.  Two  tenants  so  far  have  been  rehoused  from  the  site  required 
for  the  new  Town  Hall.  The  occupants  of  twenty  unfit  properties  have 
been  housed  and  fifteen  houses  or  flats  have  been  allocated  to  Polish 
refugee  families  from  the  Hostel  near  Tring  who  had  permanent  employ- 
ment in  this  town.  There  has  been  a high  proportion  of  accommodation 
suitable  for  old  people  and  twenty-nine  of  the  applicants  housed  from 
the  waiting  list  were  old  people. 

“In  spite  of  this  active  and  varied  programme  of  rehousing  the 
numbers  on  the  waiting  list  are  substantially  the  same  as  last  year.” 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Enterprise 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

91 

one,  two  and  three  bedroom 
dwellings. 

97 

17 


(b)  Completed 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

108 

one,  two  and  three  bedroom 
dwellings. 

213 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.60  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.60: 


Site 

Number 

houses 

Crabtree  Lane  

54 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Wood  Crescent  .... 

19 

Adeyfield  

102 

Adeyfield  

178 

Belswains  Estate  ... 

186 

Beechfield  Estate ... 

188 

Oakdene  Road  

6 

Fairwav  

40 

Stonelea  Road  ..... 

14 

Vauxhall  Road  .... 

14 

Seaton  Road  ....... 

1 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

Oliver  Road  

2 

Warners  End  

58 

Higbfield  Estate  ... 

404 

Type 


Permanent  Brick— 2 and  3-bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Permanent  Prefabricated — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats  and 
Old  People’s  Bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  and  bungalows. 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses  and  bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 1, 2,  and  3-bedrooms, 
flats,  maisonettes  and  Old  People’s 
Bungalows. 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  hut  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.60: 


Site 

No.  of 
houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Higbfield  Scheme  10... 

87 

3-bedroom,  5 person,  non- 

87 

26 

parlour  and  3-bedroom,  4 

person,  non-parlour 

18 


(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.,  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.60: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Beechfield  Scheme  6 . 

16 

Highfield  Scheme  7 ... 

20 

Wood  Crescent  West  . 

15 

Wood  Crescent  East  . 

15 

Wheelers  Lane 

15 

Depot 

2 

Type 


One-bedroom  flats 

10  maisonettes  and  10  shops  and  flats 
3-bedroom  dwellings 

3-bedroom  dwellings 
3 -bedroom  dwellings 
3-bedroom  dwellings 


Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  (after 

annual  review  early  in  1961)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  810 


I am  indebted  to  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation 
for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town: — 


1.  Housing 

1960  saw  628  new  dwellings  completed,  comprising: — 

71  one-bedroom 
173  two-bedroom 
3 1 0 three-bedroom 

72  four-bedroom 
2 five-bedroom 


The  total  number  of  dwellings  completed  since  designation — 9,106. 


The  628  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  were  distributed  as 
follows: — 


Adeyfield  . . . 
Bennetts  End 
Gadebridge 
Counters  End 
ITighfield  . . . 
Chaulden  . . . 
Town  Centre 


126 

36 

313 

44 

49 

24 

36 
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The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1 960  was 


1,036,  allocated  as  follows: — 

Adeyfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Bennetts  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Chaulden  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Gadebridge  281 

Highfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  442 

Counters  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Warners  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 


Six  hundred  and  fifteen  dwellings  were  newly  occupied  during  the 
year,  making  total  of  newcomers  to  the  town  as  a result  of  the  Corpora- 
tion’s development  32,000. 

20  Industry 

At  the  end  of  the  year  45  new  factories  with  10  extensions  with  a 
total  floor  space  of  1,616,644  sq.  ft.  were  in  operation,  employing 
approximately  6,560  people.  Eight  factories  under  construction — 25,000 
sq.  ft. 

3e  Shops 

By  the  end  of  1960,  168  town  centre  shops  and  118  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoods had  been  completed. 

i 

4,  Schools 

Three  new  schools  completed  (840  places),  making  a total  of  22 
(8,580  places).  Four  schools  (1,600  places)  under  construction. 

5,  Commercial  Offices 

Two  new  buildings  (27,808  sq.  ft.)  completed,  making  a total  of  24 
office  units  totalling  108,429  sq.  ft.  and  employing  approximately  640. 
Under  construction  3 units — 58,425  sq.  ft. 

6,  Other  Buildings 

Three-tier  car  park  completed.  Odeon  Cinema  opened.  Extension 
of  2,000  sq.  ft.  to  Town  Centre  Youth  Club. 


Caravans 

The  Council’s  policy  has  been  to  discourage  caravans  within  the 
Borough,  and  rigid  control  has  been  maintained  by  means  of  the  Hert- 
fordshire County  Council  Act.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only 
seven  single  site  caravans. 

A caravan  dweller  was  fined  £5  for  continuing  to  occupy  a site 
without  permission.  An  elderly  woman,  who  had  lived  in  steadily 
deteriorating  conditions  in  a dilapidated  caravan  for  a number  of  years, 
was  rehoused.  Her  removal  occupied  several  officers  for  some  days,  and 
she  will  require  careful  supervision  in  her  new  home. 
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Clean  Air 


The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  gave  provisional 
clearance  to  the  Council’s  proposals  for  two  smoke  control  areas  in  the 
town.  In  January  the  Eastern  Gas  Board  were  allowed  to  use  a Council 
house  on  the  Highfield  estate  as  a demonstration  house.  Every  tenant 
on  the  estate  was  invited  to  visit  the  house,  and  there  was  a good 
response:  as  a result  an  encouraging  number  of  houses  in  this  area  are 
already  “smokeless”. 

Discussions  were  held  with  local  representatives  of  the  Coal 
Merchants  Federation  of  Great  Britain  who  had  some  misgivings  as  to 
the  availability  and  distribution  of  smokeless  fuels.  The  Council,  the 
Development  Corporation  and  private  builders  have  been  reminded  that 
most  smokeless  fuels  are  comparatively  bulky,  and  adequate  storage 
facilities  will  be  required. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene 

Although  1,700  visits  v/ere  made  to  food  premises  of  all  types,  many 
more  are  needed.  Unsatisfactory  conditions  in  premises  and  methods 
of  handling  food  are  all  too  common  and  only  regular  visiting  and 
constant  instructions  and  advice  will  have  any  lasting  effect. 

With  a few  notable  exceptions,  there  is  still  far  too  little  hygiene 
direction  from  the  top,  and  local  managers  are  left  to  discover  their 
responsibilities  for  themselves  and  to  do  as  little  as  possible  as  cheaply 
as  they  can  so  long  as  they  keep  out  of  trouble.  It  is  time  that  all  large 
food  firms  followed  the  lead  of  the  more  enlightened  and  appointed  food 
hygiene  specialists,  who  would  be  employed  in  this  one  field  alone  and 
not  be  burdened  with  any  other  responsibilities. 

A start  was  made  in  arranging  talks  to  food  handlers.  In  con- 
junction with  inspectors  from  adjoining  authorities,  three  afternoons 
were  spent  with  branch  managers  from  a local  multiple  store. 


Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1960,  was: — 


Butchers  ...  35 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only 2 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Grocers  ...  52 

Greengrocers  ...  19 


Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade— not  included  above)  ...  28 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes) 28 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences) 51 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

v.  Cfl  vu  •••  •••  • s • t • • •••  • • • • ♦ • •••  jL-j 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc.  ...  ...  37 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  ...  276 


Milk  Distribution 

Seven  dairy  premises  and  a number  of  retailers  licensed  to  sell 
designated  milks  handle  only  milk  which  is  bottled  in  other  districts. 
One  dairy  farmer  retails  his  own  tuberculin  tested  milk  by  way  of  milk 
vending  machines,  and  another  farmer  supplies  bottled  Channel  Island 
milk  to  a multiple  store. 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  slaughterhouse  belonging  to  a 
butcher  in  adjoining  premises.  The  slaughterhouse  was  improved  and 
reconditioned  during  1960.  All  animals  killed  were  inspected. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  at  slaughterhouses : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed 

— 

— 

19 

185 

30 

— 

Number  inspected  

— 

— 

19 

185 

30 

— 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  . 

— 

— 

— 

1.62 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

_____ 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.66 

— 

No  cysticercosis  was  found 
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Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Various  complaints  were  made  by  consumers  that  food  they  had 
purchased  was  not  fit.  Each  complaint  was  fully  investigated  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors.  In  a number  of  cases  food  vendors  were 
warned  by  letter,  while  one  firm  was  prosecuted  for  several  offences. 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  so  dealt  with  after  voluntary 

surrender: — 


Fresh  meat  and  offal 
Fish 

Tinned  meat 
Dried  fruits 
Tins,  jars  and  packets 
Other  foods 


402  lbs. 
214  lbs. 
368  lbs. 
320  lbs. 
60  6 
17  lbs. 


Milk  Samples  Takes 
Bacteriological  Examination 


Designated  Milk— 

Produced  in  Borough 

Produced  outside  Borough 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised  

Tuberculin  Tested 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

(Farm  Bottled)  ... 

16 

3 

1 

Nil 

Sterilised  

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 

Thirteen  formal  samples  of  milk  were  included  in  the  ninety-two 
samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  Several  soup  powders,  includ- 
ing some  dispensed  as  hot  soup  by  a vending  machine,  were  criticised 
by  the  Analyst  as  having  too  low  a meat  content  to  justify  the  descrip- 
tion. After  discussion  the  manufacturer  agreed  to  use  the  words 
“Chicken  flavoured  bouillon”  or  “Oxtail  flavoured  bouillon”. 

Three  cases  of  incorrect  labelling  were  reported  and  dealt  with. 


PROSECUTIONS 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

A local  firm  was  prosecuted  for  operating  a mobile  shop  which  was 
not  kept  clean  and  in  which  the  equipment  was  not  kept  clean. 
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Food  and  Dregs  Act,  1955 


Proceedings  were  also  instituted  against  the  same  firm  in  respect 
of: — 

(a)  Selling  currants  and  sultanas  not  of  the  quality  demanded  by 
the  customer  (infested  with  larvae  of  the  warehouse  moth, 

Ephestia  elutilia); 

(b)  Exposing  for  sale  in  a mobile  shop  bacon  which  was  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

The  magistrates  imposed  a fine  of  £10  on  each  of  the  four  counts. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

21 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

52 

5 

Nil 

Measles  

25 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

16 

4 

Nil 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

3 

3 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis — 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Malaria 

1 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 ■ 

Measles 

i 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

Typhoid  Fever 

i 

! 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

e 

1 

Malaria 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

5 

1 

1 



— 

_ 

- 

1 to  2 years  . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 to  3 years  . 

2 

5 

8 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

— 

3 to  4 years  . 

— 

O 

Z 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 to  5 years  . 

3 

7 

5 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 to  10  years  . 

10 

25 

6 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15  years  . 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

20  to  35  years  . 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

35  to  45  years  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

45  to  65  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

65  years  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases 
Notified  

21 

52 

25 

16 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1960  , 

247 

222 

12 

29 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

13 

6 

1 

2 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers-in,  etc.)  

20 

12 

2 

4 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year : 

21 

14 

o 

2 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

259 

226 

12 

33 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 years  ... 

_ 

i 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

35—45  years  ... 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

4 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

• — 

55 — 65  years  ... 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

I 

1 

“ 

1 

1 

Totals  

13 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,231  acres  and  contains 
the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Chipperfield,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon, 
Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1960  ...  13,760 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1960  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,170 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1960  £155,977 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1960/61  £620 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Male  Female  Total 

126  111  237 

2 4 6 


Total...  128  115  243 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.7. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.7. 


STILL-BIRTHS : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

Total ... 

2 

3 

5 

Still  Birth  Rale  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births):  20.2. 
DEATHS : 


Males  57;  Females  72  129 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  9.4 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 4 5 

Illegitimate  ...  1 — 1 

Total...  2 4 6 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  21.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  16.7 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.7 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  24.7 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 44.4 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.05 

Cancer  ...  1.45 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.67 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  1.02 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  0.14 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1960  was 
13,760  as  compared  with  13,550  at  mid-1959.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  114  compared 
with  88  for  the  previous  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  these  are 
1.00  and  1.14  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity 
indicates  that  your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution the  standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  243  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
26  over  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.0  for  the  previous  year  and  17.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  five  still  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  an  increase  of  one  on  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  20.2  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  18.1  for 
the  previous  year  and  with  19.7  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  129, 
the  same  as  for  1959. 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the 
same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  11.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Vascular  lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System,  Cancer  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  24.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  18.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65—70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

2 

4 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

8 

9 

3 

12 

7 

5 

12 

13 

10 

23 

10 

11 

21 

9 

8 

17 

1 

10 

11 

2 

8 

10 

129 


ALL  CAUSES 


57 


72 


Causes  of  Death  in  1960 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2 

_ 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

. 

— 

— ■ 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— ■ 

— 

4.. 

Diphtheria  

— — 

— 

— — 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

. 

— 



6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 



7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  



. 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— ■ 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

— 

. 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 



1 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

7 

7 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

. 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

3 

6 

9 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 



— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— - 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

16 

23 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

9 

10 

19 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

4 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

6 

8 

14 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

2 

4 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

5 

2 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis  

4 

3 

7 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

— 

, 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— • 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

7 

11 

18 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

3 

4 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

57 

72 

129 

infant  Mortality  in  i960 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

i 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 

1 

i 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9—12  months 

1 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity 

4 

4 

4 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— i 

1 

Cerebral  Haemo- 
rrhage   

1 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  samples  taken  during  1960: — 

Public  ...  2 (satisfactory) 

Private  3 (satisfactory) 

The  main  water  is  supplied  to  the  District  by  the  following 
Authorities: — 


Southern  Parishes,  Potten  End— Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

Northern  Parishes — Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District  Council. 

There  are  still  a number  of  premises  with  private  supplies.  Two 
premises  depend  upon  rain  water.  The  other  private  sources  are  mostly 
deep  boreholes  into  the  chalk,  but  premises  in  the  valley  of  the  Gade 
depend  upon  shallow  wells  in  gravel. 


All  main  water  supplied  in  the  district  is  of  excellent  bacterial 
purity.  No  restrictions  as  to  supply  have  been  imposed.  The  year  was 
very  v/et,  the  rainfull  recorded  at  Markyate  being  37.85  inches.  In  1959 
it  was  25.79  inches.  The  official  average  for  23  years  is  28.6  inches. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
Caravans  have  not  been  included  as  “stand  pipe  supply”: — 
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Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Bovingdon  

2,702 

819 

2,702 

Nil 

Nil 

Flamstead  

1,243 

310 

1,025 

100 

330 

Flaunden  

204 

62 

204 

Nil 

Nil 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,138 

328 

1,082 

17 

56 

Kings  Langley  

4,689 

1,421 

4,689 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperfield  . . 

1,673 

487 

1,607 

20 

66 

Markyate* 

2,346 

706 

2,329 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated. 

*5  houses  in  Markyate  still  have  an  external  pumped  supply  from  a 

shallow  well. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  parish  of  Kings  Langley  is  drained  in  large  part  to  the  West 
Herts  Drainage  Board’s  trunk  sewer  passing  through  the  parish.  The 
Council's  Hyde  Meadow  Estate  at  Bovingdon  is  drained  to  the  Airport’s 
sewage  works  at  Shantock  Hall  Lane,  Bovingdon.  Markyate  is  drained 
to  a small  sewage  works  in  the  parish.  Such  drainage  as  exists  at 
Flamstead  is  by  land  treatment  on  two  small  areas  of  land,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  village;  the  drainage  position  at  the  village  remains  most 
unsatisfactory. 

During  the  year  more  progress  was  made  in  the  sewerage  schemes 
for  Bovingdon,  Flaunden,  Markyate  and  Flamstead.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Bovingdon  scheme  was  complete  except  for  the  installation  of 
pumps. 

The  sewerage  schemes  completed  to  date  have  had  little  effect  on 
the  demands  of  the  cesspool  emptying  service.  No  progress  has  yet 
been  made  with  the  sewering  of  Chipperfield  and  the  associated  portions 
of  Kings  Langley.  The  Council  have  agreed  in  principle  to  sewer 
Chipperfield. 

In  conjunction  with  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council  plans  are  in 
hand  to  sewer  Potten  End  in  the  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

This  service  again  expanded  and  its  organisation  and  working 
became  a major  pre-occupation  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  The 
loads  removed  over  the  past  few  years  were: — 


1955  

1,832 

1956  

2,715 

1957  

3,012 

1958  

3,810 

1959  

4,537 

1960  ................ 

5,148 
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The  work  has  trebled  in  volume  in  6 years. 

One  free  service  (with  a maximum  of  two  loads)  is  given  free  each 
financial  year.  The  remainder  of  the  work  is  done  under  contract  at  £1 
per  load.  Where  no  proper  arrangement  is  made  with  the  Council,  or 
where  premises  can  be  connected  to  the  sewers,  the  charges  are  increased. 

Disposal  of  the  liquid  is  into  the  refuse  tips,  in  the  trunk  sewer  at 
Kings  Langley,  and  on  land  at  Shantock  Hall  Works;  in  addition,  the 
Council  dispose  of  some  into  the  Heme!  Hempstead  Borough  Council’s 
sewer  at  Gadebridge  Lane  and  on  land  at  Gaddesden  Row  rented  for 
the  purpose.  The  disposal  of  the  liquid  without  nuisance  and  to  every- 
body’s complete  satisfaction  is  rather  difficult. 

Three  cesspool  emptying  machines  are  used  for  this  service  and  for 
E.C.  collection.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  achieve  the  output  of  work 
without  considerable  overtime  working 

E.C.  Collection: 

There  are  still  within  the  District  526  pail  closets.  412  are  emptied 
weekly,  108  are  emptied  twice  weekly  and  6 on  the  borders  of  the 
District  are  not  emptied  by  the  Council.  It  has  been  found  possible  to 
complete  this  weekly  task  on  four  evenings  each  week,  as  compared  with 
5 evenings  previously. 

The  sewering  of  Bovingdon,  Flaunden  and  Flamstead  will,  in  the 
course  of  time,  eliminate  a considerable  number  of  these  pails,  but  there 
will  be  some  remaining  for  a long  time.  As  pails  are  eliminated,  the 
cost  of  collection  of  the  outlying  premises  increases  as  respects  to  the 
cost  per  house. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council  own  three  vehicles  of  the  latest  design,  rear  loading  and 
mechanically  packing.  Two  of  these  are  used  full-time  and  one  part- 
time  and  as  a spare.  Collection  is  done  at  a frequency  of  twice  every 
three  weeks  throughout  the  area. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  changing  nature  of  house  refuse. 
The  bulk  has  greatly  increased  due  to  modern  packaging  and  the  change- 
over to  fuels  other  than  coal.  This  change  of  bulk  is  a big  problem  in 
refuse  collection  and  disposal,  and  has  the  effect  of  making  the  service 
more  expensive.  A normal  household  dustbin  is  not  big  enough  for 
refuse  deposited  over  a period  of  10  days  unless  the  householder  burns 
some  of  the  paper  and  cardboard.  It  is  now  necessary  to  consider  the 
fitting  of  hydraulic  rams  in  all  vehicles  to  compress  the  bulky  refuse  to 
manageable  dimensions. 

Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  by  a power-operated  loading  shovel 
on  pneumatic  tyres,  which  travels  under  its  own  power  from  tip  to  tip. 
Efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  properly  control  and  cover  refuse 
at  'Nash  Mills  Tip,  but  these  were  abandoned  during  the  late  summer 
by  reason  of  inadequate  manpower  and  the  realisation  that  more  thought 
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would  have  to  be  given  to  the  problem.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it 
was  realised  that  the  only  satisfactory  long-term  solution  would  have  to 
be  centralised  tipping,  with  adequate  manpower  and  machinery.  The 
use  of  tips  scattered  throughout  the  district  made  general  control  im- 
practicable. 

The  wet  summer  and  excessively  wet  autumn  caused  the  tips  to 
become  very  difficult  to  work. 

PEST  CONTROL 

The  public  demand  for  assistance  (mainly  with  wasps)  compelled 
the  Council  to  enter  this  field,  albeit  reluctantly.  During  the  year  38 
premises  were  treated  for  these  pests,  and  in  addition  treatment  for  bat 
infestation  and  for  cluster  flies  was  carried  out  at  church  premises. 

Cluster  flies  can  be  a great  nuisance  in  a building.  The  flies  live  in 
their  developing  stage  as  a parasite  in  earthworms,  and  so  cannot  be 
tackled  at  source.  Once  having  entered  a building  they  can  be  treated, 
but  not  to  give  permanent  results,  and  having  entered  a building  they 
return  year  by  year. 

Household  flies  are  not  treated  by  the  department,  as  most  house- 
holders cope  by  sprays  of  one  kind  or  another.  Various  complaints  were 
received  of  buildings  badly  infested  with  house  flies,  these  often  originat- 
ing in  farms.  It  is  not  feasible  to  remove  farms  from  the  countryside, 
and  no  proof  exists  of  the  origin  of  the  pests.  D.D.T.  applied  to  internal 
surfaces  such  as  lamp  shades  and  lamp  bulbs  is  effective  in  most  cases. 

Some  shops  have  installed  electrically-operated  furners  employing 
solid  D.D.T.  These  are  effective  enough  to  eliminate  flies,  and  seem  to 
Slave,  to  date,  no  effect  on  the  human  occupants. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  tSie 

Factories  Act,  1937 


L Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

r ■ ■ 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

4 

* 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

52 

22 

1 

i 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

7 

13 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

63 

35 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Unsuitable  or  defective  

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  221 

infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  Supply ...  ...  5 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Caravan  Sites  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Public  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Petroleum  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 
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FOOD  premises: 

Butchers  and  slaughterhouses  57 

Other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


31.12.59 

1960 

1960 

31.12.60 

Formal 

••• 

2 

4 

6 

Nil 

Informal 

... 

26 

64 

78 

12 

Total  ... 

28 

68 

84 

. 12 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

Dustbins 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and  doors 
Dangerous  structures 
Houses  with  defective  roofs 
Cleanliness 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster 
Pail  closets 

Floors  ‘ 

Miscellaneous 
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n 

i 

16 

12 

4 

7 
3 

8 
21 


HOUSING 

During  1960,  9 premises  were  made  subject  to  Demolition  Orders, 
Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings.  In  addition,  1 1 slum  clearance  houses 
v/ere  bought  by  the  Council  for  demolition.  The  process  of  tidying  up 
the  large  slum  clearance  programme  in  Markyate  went  slowly  ahead, 
but  there  still  remains  several  blocks  of  property,  mostly  unoccupied, 
which  have  not  been  satisfactorily  demolished  or  improved.  Legal 
complications  of  demolishing  dangerous  and  derelict  terrace-type  houses 
caused  a considerable  amount  of  work. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  rarely  does  a demolition  order  or  closing  order 
on  truly  rural  premises  lead  to  demolition.  Such  is  the  value  of  a 
derelict  house  in  a green  belt  area  that  property  may  well  be  worth  more 
with  an  Order  on  it  than  occupied  by  a tenant. 

During  the  year  the  Council  carried  out  considerable  improvement 
schemes  on  older-type  Council  houses  in  the  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden, 
eliminating  E.C.’s,  providing  bathrooms,  modem  sanitation  and  water 
supply. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

* 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

22 

2 and  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

27 

\ 
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(b)  Completed 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

26 

3-bedroom  (20)  and  2-bedroom 
(6) 

62 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.60  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  01  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.60: 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type 

Markyate : 

Buckwood  Road  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Buckwood  Road  

11 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary 

Cowper  Road  

61 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, 2-bedroom  and'  1-bed- 
room flats 

Home  Farm  Estate ....... 

118 

Brick,  2 and  3 -bedroom  houses;  1- 
bedroom  flats 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

36 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary 
(24),  Brick  3-bedroom,  parlour  (12) 

Barnes  Estate  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, and  2-bedroom 

Burv  Estate  

30 

Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 

Coniston  Road  

6 

Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Wesley  Estate  ............ 

42 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour;  2- 
bedroom  and  1 -bedroom  flats 

Edmund  Estate  

70 

3 -bedroom  houses,  1 and  2-bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows 

Flamstead  

53 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  parlour 
and  non-parlour;  Airey  & Tim- 

Chipperfield  : 

ber,  3 -bedroom,  parlour  (10) 

N unfield  

36 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour;  2-bedroom  and  1 -bed- 
room  flats 

Croft  Estate  

34 

2 and  3 -bedroom 

Bovingdon : 

Hyde  Meadows 

129 

Brick,  Airey  & Unity;  3-bedroom, 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

Old  Dean  

36 

2-bedroom  flats 

Bovingdon  

30 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Gaddesden  Row: 

Jockey  End  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Great  Gaddesden  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Flaunden  

6 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  hist  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.60: 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Chipperfield 
(Croft  Estate) 

10 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

10 

Great  Gaddesden 
(Westdene) 

6 

2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

6 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.,  Schemes  afooot 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  hut  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.60: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Great  Gaddesden 

(Westdene) 

Kings  Langley 

6 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(Waterside) , 

11 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour  houses  and 

1 -bedroom  fiats 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1969  ...  73 


Caravans 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  Caravan  Site  (Control  of  Develop- 
ment) Act  1960  led  to  extensive  work  in  connection  with  existing  sites. 
The  intention  of  the  Government  being  to  bring  sites  up  to  a reason- 
able standard,  meant  the  examination  in  detail  of  proposed  licence 
considerations. 

The  continual  vigilance  required  to  control  neve  caravan  develop- 
ment has  been  continued  and  the  number  of  new  caravans  has  been 
small  and  the  total  has  decreased.  The  number  of  caravans  known  at 
the  end  of  the  year  in  occupation  was  103  (previous  year  148).  The 
decrease  is  mainly  due  to  the  exit  of  the  temporary  caravans  used  by 
workers  on  the  M.  1 motorway. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Production  and  Distribution 

Register: 

Number  of  dairies  registered  (not  being  dairy  farms)  ...  2 

Number  of  distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk  6 

Number  of  supplementary  pasteurised  licences  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  supplementary  sterilised  licences  ...  ...  4 

ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1947 


No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district.  All  ice  cream  is  sold 
pre-packed  from  refrigerated  cabinets.  Thirty-nine  premises  are  regis- 
tered for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  All  the  meat 
slaughtered  is  inspected  after  office  hours. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

1 

— 

— 

1 

530 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

521 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

AND  CySTICERCI  I 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

100 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  insp- 
ected affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.4 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 


OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  5 bakehouses  in  the  district  (one  less  than  previously 
reported).  There  are  3 fish  frying  premises  and  22  cafes  and  restaurants. 

Licensed  premises  number  37,  an  increase  of  one.  Inspection  and 
supervision  of  licensed  premises  has  continued.  On  the  representation 
of  the  Council  two  houses  are  in  course  of  complete  reconstruction;  in 
one  the  Council  has  threatened  proceedings  and  minor  works  have  been 
required  in  six  other  premises.  There  are  35  public  houses  (one  being  a 
free  house),  one  hotel  and  one  fully  licensed  club. 

There  are  now  two  large  brewery  groups  which  control  all  the 
licensed  premises  except  four.  The  licensed  house  business  is  now  in  a 
state  of  change.  The  large  groups  have  expressed  their  intention  to 
improve  over  the  years  the  standards  of  their  houses.  The  use  of  country 
public  houses  by  the  “car  trade”  has  accentuated  the  sanitary  deficiencies 
of  some  of  the  more  humble  houses. 

There  are  9 butchers"  shops,  28  grocers’  shops  and  4 greengrocers. 
Mobile  shops  cater  for  parts  of  the  district.  Delivery  of  butchers’  meat 
in  country  areas  has  almost  ceased  in  the  Southern  Parishes  and  in 
Great  Gaddesden.  The  present  tendency  is  for  pre-packed  butchers’ 
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meat  to  be  distributed  by  town  butchers  to  grocers,  where  it  is  stored  in 
deep  freeze  cabinets. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a firm  owning  many  shops  for  selling 
unfit  meat  to  a school  canteen. 

FOODSTUFFS  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

10  tins  corned  beef  and  other  meat. 

12  lbs.  halibut. 

BROILER  HOUSES 

Two  large  establishments  rearing  chickens  for  the  “broiler”  market 
exist  in  the  district,  each  having  about  70,000  birds.  Inspection  and 
advice  has  been  given  to  each  of  the  establishments.  In  one  case  nuisance 
arose  from  feather  dust  annoying  nearby  residents.  This  particular 
establishment  has  now  ceased  broiler  rearing  and  gone  over  to  egg 
production. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OYER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  eases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Croups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 

Under  1 year  

— 

1 

— 



1 

1 — 2 years  

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2—  3 „ 

1 

I 

3 

1 

— 

3-4  „ 

■ — 

2 

3 

• 

— 

4—5  „ 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

5—10  „ 

1 

9 

6 

3 

— 

10—15  „ 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

3 

20—35  „ 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

- — - 

— 

2 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

1 

1 

Total  Cases  Notified  

5 

18 

12 

10 

5 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1960  

49 

29 

8 

5 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

3 

1 

_ 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

5 

3 

O 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year : 

4 

1 

1 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

53 

32 

7 

8 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Female  s 

0—  1 

years  ... 

- 





_ 



— 

— 

1—  5 

years  ... 

- — 

— 





— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

• 

1 5—20 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

— 

25—35 

years  ... 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

years  ... 

1 

— 

— . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

years  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

- 

2 

Totals  

3 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

42 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 
BERKHAMSTED 


Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


i960 


4? 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  

• • • • • « • 

1,982 

acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 

mid- 1960 
Valuation  List 

12,790 

at  31st  December,  1960  

4,238 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1960  .. 



£2 

32,152 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1960/61 

2,  Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

£926 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

124 

95 

219 

Illegitimate  

5 

4 

9 

Total  ... 

129 

99 

228 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.1. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.1. 

STILL  BIRTHS: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 
3 1 4 


Total  ...  3 1 4 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  17.9. 


DEATHS : 

Males  59,  Females  71 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


130 

10.2 

10.4 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 


Total  ...  3 — 3 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  13.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  ...  13.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.1 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  26.9 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  4.69 

Cancer 1.02 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.70 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.79 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  ...  0.16 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 0.08 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimation  of  the  population  at  mid- 1960 
was  12,790  as  compared  with  12,440  at  mid- 1959.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  98. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  were  1.00  and  1.02  respectively.  The  close  ap- 
proximation of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of 
your  district  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard 
population  of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  219  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  37 
on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  14.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers' four  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  one  on  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  17.9  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  16.2  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  19.7  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  130  (59 
males,  71  females),  an  increase  of  one  on  the  total  for  the  year  1959. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous  System,  Cancer  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  13.2  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  11.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  G romps 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

3 

— 

3 

1-  5 years  ... 

1 

1 

o 

5-10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

10-15  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 5-20  years  . . . 

...  ...  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

20-25  years  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  years  ... 

...  ...  ...  ...  — 

— ■ 

— 

35-45  years  ... 

1 

4 

5 

45-55  years  . . . 

6 

2 

8 

55-65  years  ... 

11 

7 

18 

65-70  years  . . . 

9 

6 

15 

70-75  years  ... 

10 

9 

19 

75-80  years  ... 

7 

15 

22 

80-85  years  ... 

6 

15 

21 

85-90  years  ... 

5 

4 

9 

90  years  and  over 

...  ...  ...  ...  — 

8 

8 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  59 

71 

130 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1960 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

1 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— • 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— • 

— . 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

4 

1 

5 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— • 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

1 

2 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleuksemia 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

I 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

14 

23 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

16 

8 

24 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

5 

6 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

10 

8 

18 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

9 

12 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

4 

2 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis  

O 

d> 

— . 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem 

. 

„ 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

l 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— . 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

. 

_ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

3 

8 

11 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

1 

I 

35. 

Suicide  

— - 

2 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

59 

71 

130 
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Infant  Mortality  in  I960 
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Congenital 

. 

Abnormalities 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS  

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— . 

1 

— 

— 

3 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


TOWN  SUPPLY 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at 
Berkhamsted  Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before 
passing  to  supply.  There  are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing 
370,000  galls,  and  the  other  300,000  galls.  The  average  daily  water 
consumption  was  950,000  galls. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore  no  action  has  been  necessary  for 
plumbo-solvent  contamination. 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are 
taken  from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted 
monthly  by  this  Council  for  bacteriological  examination.  During  the 
year  under  review  2 samples  were  unsatisfactory,  due,  in  both  cases,  to 
contamination  by  anti-splash  devices  fitted  to  the  water  taps. 

Several  complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  Chestnut  Drive 
that  the  main  water  supply  was  insufficient  during  certain  periods.  As 
a result  of  representations  to  the  Water  Company  this  has  been  rectified. 
One  complaint  was  received  regarding  “sand”  in  the  main  water  supply. 
Chemical  analysis  showed  this  to  be  small  traces  of  zinc,  iron  and  copper 
deposited  as  the  result  of  electrolytic  action.  The  small  quantities  found 
were  harmless. 
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Private  Supplies 

A laundry,  a mineral  water  factory,  two  other  factories  and  the 
Council’s  swimming  bath  obtain  water  from  boreholes. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  w7ater  mains  is  shown  in  the  following 

table: — 


Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

14,007 

4,219 

14,007 

— 

— 

Water  Samples  taken  during  1960 


Number  of  Samples 

Description  of 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Samples 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated 

14 

12 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Supplies : 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Baths: 

28 

28 

r 1 1 

__ 

Main  Water: 

Total  Hardness  240  p.p.m. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  4 swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

1.  Town  Baths.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1925, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Council 

Water  is  obtained  from  an  80  ft.  borehole  and  is  changed  once  every 
year  before  the  season  commences.  The  capacity  is  80,000  galls.  Puri- 
fication is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  a sand  pressure  filter, 
the  turn  over  period  being  6 hours.  The  break  point  method  of 
chlorination  is  used.  Aeration  is  carried  out  after  chlorination.  Pro- 
prietary chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Samples  are  taken  fortnightly  during  the  summer  season  for  bac- 
teriological examination.  Ten  samples  were  submitted  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1934, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by 
the  staff  and  pupils  of  the  School. 
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Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  6 times 
every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  galls. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filter,  the  turn  over  period  being  4 hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment.  The 
water  is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  County  Council 

3.  Berkkamsted  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in 
1890,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  galls. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure  sand 
filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  10  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment.  The 
water  is  heated  by  a calorifier.  Fourteen  samples  were  taken  and  were 
satisfactory. 

4.  Berkkamsted  School  for  Girls.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  con- 
structed in  1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff 
and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
prior  to  the  summer  season.  The  capacity  is  80,000  galls. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure  sand 
filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  6 hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Proprietary  chemicals 
and  soda  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Four  samples  were  taken  and  were  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Purification  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal 
works.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  All 
samples  of  effluent  taken  during  the  year  complied  with  the  recom- 
mended standards. 

In  order  to  mitigate  occasional  unpleasant  odours  from  the  Sludge 
Drying  Beds  the  Council  have  resolved  to  provide  an  Airwick  installa- 
tion and  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  Sludge  Digestion  Tanks. 
These  tanks  were  incorporated  in  the  original  scheme  but  their  con- 
struction was  not  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local 
Government  on  financial  grounds. 

There  are  approximately  115  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which,  when 
necessary,  are  emptied  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  empty- 
ing is  recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 

With  the  assistance  of  a grant  from  the  Council  under  Section  47 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  a bucket  closet  was  replaced  by  a water 
closet  at  one  dwelling  house. 
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Refuse  is  collected  from  domestic  premises  weekly.  A charge  is 
made  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse.  The  supervision  of  refuse  dis- 
posal was  transferred  to  the  Public  Health  inspector  during  the  year. 

The  Council  have  purchased  a Bristol  Duplex  Crawler  Tractor  with 
special  output  blade  and  bucket  for  use  on  the  tip  where  controlled 
tipping  is  carried  out.  By  the  use  of  this  mechanical  equipment  and 
consequential  improved  compaction,  the  estimated  life  of  the  present 
tip  lias  been  materially  increased.  Nevertheless  a new  tipping  site  will 
be  necessary  in  approximately  four  years  and  the  Council  have  entered 
into  preliminary  negotiations  with  the  owner  of  a suitable  site  in  close 
proximity  to  the  present  tip. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  cm  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 & 6 are  to  he  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

3 

149 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  - 

60 

104 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises)  - 

11 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

74 

254 

4 

' 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

2 

2 

O 

jL* 

Absence  of  Sanitary  Accommo- 

dation  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  

1 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 
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3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  3 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Visits  sim!  Inspections 

GENERAL : 


sites 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ... 
Housing  Act  Survey 
Rent  Act 

Improvement  Grants 
Overcrowding 
Infectious  Diseases  and  Food 
Water  Supplies  and  sampling  visits  .. 
Drainage 
Cesspools 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building 
Outworkers’  premises  ... 

Shops  Act  (plus  food  shops)  ... 

Smoke  Observations  and  boiler  house 
Interviews 

Pests  Act — rats  and  mice 
Wasps’  Nests  destroyed 
Dustbins 
Pets  shops 

Accumulation  of  refuse 
Verminous  premises 

Refuse  disposal  ...  

Swimming  baths 
Moveable  dwellings 
Sewage  disposal 
Pigeons 

Insect  pests  

W oodworm — Council  houses  treated 
Rooms  disinfected 
Mole  infestation 
Other  visits 


Pois 


visits 


ornng 


FOOD  premises: 

Slaughterhouses 

Food  shops  and  food  vans 

Bakehouses 

Licensed  premises 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms,  kitchens  ... 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens 
Public  Market  foodstalls 
Food  inspection  visits  ... 

Milk  samples 
Ice-cream  samples 


103 

129 

6 

89 

1 

10 

22 

124 

16 

105 

2 

68 

23 

237 

69 

46 

53 

4 

6 

4 
99 
57 
23 
16 

5 

6 
12 
2 

12 

10 


149 

267 

48 

3 
35 
12 

5 

40 

68 

4 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

Outstanding 

31.12.59 

13 

Served 

1960 

74 

Completed 

1960 

74 

Outstanding 
31.12.60  ' 

13 

Formal  

. . . — 

10 

10 

— 

SHOPS  ACT 

Informal 

1 

— 

1 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS 

Informal 

2 

4 

4 

2 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

14 

27 

34 

7 

PESTS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

5 

S 

8 

5 

Formal  

. , . — 

1 

— 

1 

MILK  REGULATIONS 

Informal  ... 

. . . — 

2 

2 

— 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Informal  ... 

4 

4 

Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared 
with  Tring  U.D.C.  and  Berkhamsted  R.D..C. 

During  the  year  117  infestations  of  brown  rats,  27  of  mice  and  one 
of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations.  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base  was 
used  for  poisoning. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 

One  formal  and  eight  informal  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of 
premises. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  factory  is  registered.  Very  little  flock  is  used  or  stored  and  no 
sample  was  taken. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  shop  only  is  registered  and  Statutory  conditions  are  observed. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  two  farms  within  the  district  to  which  the  Act  applies. 
Both  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements. 
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HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

(1)  128-138  High  Street,  Northchurch 

A Clearance  Order  was  confirmed  without  modification. 

(2)  14-24  New  Road,  Northchurch 

A Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  confirmed  with  modification. 

(3)  25-27  New  Road,  Northchurch 

This  area  was  the  subject  of  a Public  Inquiry  and  a Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  was  subsequently  confirmed  without  modification. 

(4)  50-59  Castle  Street 
22-27  Gossoms  End 
1-7  High  Street 

Clearance  Orders  have  been  submitted  for  confirmation. 

(5)  77-82  Gossoms  End 
1-8  Norris’s  Terrace 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  have  been  submitted  for  confirmation. 

(6)  7-9  Water  Lane 

103-107  High  Street,  Northchurch 
351  High  Street 

These  houses  have  been  demolished. 

(7)  80  George  Street 

This  house  was  closed  under  S.17(i)  of  the  Housing  Act  1957. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

One  application  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received  and 
refused. 

Standard  Improvement  Grants 

27  applications  have  been  received,  16  were  approved  and  13  grants 
have  been  paid. 

The'  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision 
of  Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  & Surveyor,  Mr.  P.  H.  King: 

“During  the  year  163  dwellings  were  completed,  a slight  increase  on 
the  previous  year,  and  included  within  which  were  40  Municipal 
dwellings — the  balance  of  a contract  commenced  in  1959. 

“A  contract  was  signed  for  the  erection  of  104  dwellings  at  Westfield 
Estate  and  this  will  complete  the  development  there.  During  the  year 
a start  was  made  on  the  contract  and  40  dwellings  were  commenced. 
The  contract  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

“Negotiations  are  still  under  way  regarding  development  of  the 
Ashlyns  Housing  Site  and  it  is  anticipated  that  site  works  will  be  com- 
menced during  196L” 
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During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

40 

2 and  3 bedroom 

121 

(b)  Completed  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

| Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

40 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and 
old  peoples  dwellings  and  flats 

123 

The  position  in  regarding  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.60  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to  31.12.60: 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate  . 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  3-bedroom; 
2-bedroom;  Old  Persons  Bun- 
galows; single  persons’  flats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  1) 

18 

Brick  houses  (14);  bungalows  (4) 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  2) ..... 

80 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  Old 
Person’s  Dwellings  and  flats 

“Lasley”  (conversion) 

7 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  hot  not  completed  at  31.12.60: 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  3) 

104 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses ; 

Old  Persons’  dwellings 
and  2-storey  flats 

40 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.60: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Ashlyns  Estate  

144 

Not  finally  settled 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1960  

320 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1960 


I 


Bakehouses  

...  •••  •••  *•* 

6 

Butchers  

•••  •••  ...  ... 

12 

Cafes 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

11 

Canteens 

•••  •••  «.»  ... 

4 

Clubs 

•««  •••  ...  ... 

6 

Confectioners,  flour  ... 

•••  ...  ... 

8 

Confectioners,  sugar 

...  •••  . , . ••• 

16 

Dairies 

•••  •••  •••  ... 

o 

D 

Fishmongers — wet  and  dried  fish  only 

...  •••  ...  • • • 

3 

Fishmongers— wet  and  dried  and  fried 

fish 

V 

4 

Greengrocers 

8 

Grocers  (retail)  ...  ...  ...  ' 

. , . ...  . . c ••• 

33 

Grocers  (wholesale)  ... 

...  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 

• ••  •«.  •••  ... 

1 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  off-licences) 

23 

Licensed  premises  (serving  main  meals) 

...  ...  c . . ... 

3 

Guest  houses 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Nursing  homes 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Registered  for  sausage  making  and  food 

preservation,  etc. 

20 

Registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ... 

...  ...  ...  ... 

37 

School  kitchens 

...  ...  ...  ... 

19 

Slaughterhouse 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Milk  Distribution 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Sterilised. 

There  are  three  registered  dairies  and  the  two  retail  distributors  sell 
milk  which  is  bottled  outside  the  district. 
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Milk  Samples  taken  Submitted  to  Public  Health  Laboratory 


Designated  Milk 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised 

Tuberculin  Tested 

30 

— 

(Pasteurised)  

Tuberculin  Tested 

11 

— 

(Farm  Bottled)  

11 

2 

Sterilised  

14 

— 

Total 

66 

2 

Ice  Cream 


Thirty-seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 
The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary 
brands. 


One  premises  only  is  registered  for  manufacture.  The  preparation 
room,  although  small,  conforms  to  a high  standard  of  hygiene.  The 
manufacturer  pasteurises  the  mix.  Four  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory;  all  were  satisfactory. 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  slaughterhouse  which  was 
reported  upon  in  accordance  with  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958.  The 
occupier  has  carried  out  considerable  works  and  the  Council  have 
recommended  that  1st  January,  1961  should  be  the  day  appointed  for 
the  construction  regulations  to  apply  to  the  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district.  The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  has  approved 
the  report  but  amended  the  appointed  date  to  1st  April,  1961. 


All  the  meat  is  inspected  after  office  hours. 


The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1960: 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

195 

1 

49 

688 

304 

— 

Number  inspected  

195 

1 

49 

688 

304 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

38 

— 



1 

7 



Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

19.5 

0.4 

2.6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 







9 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

0.5 

— 

— 

— 

2.9 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

r 

. . 







— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Six  complaints  were  made  by  consumers  that  food  they  had  pur- 
chased was  not  fit.  A thorough  investigation  was  carried  out  in  each 
case,  three  warning  letters  were  sent  and  in  one  case  legal  proceedings 
instituted. 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  were  so  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender. 


Meat  and  offal  from  slaughterhouse 

Butchers  meat  and  offal 

Fish 

Tinned  meat 
Other  tinned  food 


735  lbs. 
55  lbs. 
89  lbs. 
1 1 1 tins. 
1,192  tins. 


One  examination  of  stock  of  imported  currants  and  raisins  was 
carried  out.  Those  stocks  found  to  be  maggot  infested  were  withdrawn 
from  sale. 


Prosecutions 

Milk  & Dairies  (Genera!)  Regulations,  1959 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  one  firm  for  failing  to  ensure 
that  a milk  bottle  was  immediately  before  use  in  a state  of  thorough 
cleanliness.  A plea  of  guilty  was  submitted  and  the  firm  was  fined  £2. 


58 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  Cases  o f Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

1 

Nil 

Measles  

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

4 

1 

Nil 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

1 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Meningococccal 

Meningitis 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 — 2 years  

2—  3 

— 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

**  >5  

3— 4  „ 

4 — 5 

• — 

A, 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^ 

5—10  „ 

10 — 15  ,,  

15 — 20 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

20 — 35 

1 

35 — 45 

1 

45 — 65 

7 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

- 

. 



1 

2 

— 

1 

Age  unknown  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases  Notified  . 

5 

9 

4 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1960  

36 

52 

4 

5 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

5 

5 

. 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.) 

3 

5 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year : 

6 

5 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

38 

57 

4 

4 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

55—65 

1 

_ 





— 



. . 

— 

65& upwards  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

■ 

— 

TOTALS 

5 

5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten 
Find),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham  which  comprises  an  area  of 


17,572  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1960  ...  6,620 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1960  ...  2,009 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1960  ...  £78,156 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1960/61  £310 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  43  50  93 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  4 1 5 


Total  ...  47  51  98 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  14.8. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  14.5. 


still-births: 


Nil 


DEATHS: 

Males,  35,  Females  32  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population... 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 


67 

10.1 

9.7 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — I 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  — 1 1 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 10.8 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.2 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.2 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.2 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  

Cancer 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System)  


3.17 

2.42 

0.91 

1.36 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid  - 1960 
was  6,620  as  compared  with  6,440  at  mid- 1959.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  33. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  are  0.98 
and  0.96  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with 
the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as 
a whole. 

The  close  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that 
your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the 
standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  98,  a decrease 
of  4 as  compared  with  1959. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  15.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still-Births 

No  still- births  'were  registered  during  the  year. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  67  (males 
35,  females  32)  the  same  total  as  for  the  year  1959. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  1 1.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer  and 
Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  10.2  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  9.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.7  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  10.2  per  1,000  live  births. 


Deaths  in  Age  Croups 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10—15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45—55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


Male  Female  Total 

— 1 1 

1 I 2 


1 — 1 

3 3 6 

4 5 9 

2 2 4 

4 3 7 

8 6 14 

6 5 11 

5 3 8 

1 3 4 


ALL  CAUSES  ...  35  32  67 
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Causes  o£  Death  in  i960 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  



T 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

' 

’ 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

— 

l 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

3 

l 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 



— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

6 

1 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukeemia 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

5 

6 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

3 

7 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

4 

8 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

— 

1 

1 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

1 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

3 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis  

9 

z. 

2 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

i 

— 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

i 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

i 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

i 

1 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

“ 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

— 

1 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

5 

3 

8 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  



— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

35 

32 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural,  Puttenham  and  Wigginton 
are  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End,  Northchurch  and  the  hamlet  of  St. 
Margaret’s  (within  the  parish  of  Nettleden  with  Potten  End)  are 
supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

In  previous  reports  I have  referred  to  negotiations  with  the  Rick- 
mansworth and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  regarding  an 
extension  of  their  mains  to  serve  Nettleden  and  the  remaining  properties 
at  Frithesden.  Unfortunately,  the  Council  considered  the  cost  of  the 
extensions  unwarranted,  having  regard  to  the  number  of  properties  to 
be  served  and  the  possible  income. 

Regular  samples  of  water  from  a 140  ft.  deep  borehole  supplying 
Nos.  1 — 6,  Frithesden  (now  three  cottages)  were  taken.  Four  of  these 
were  found  on  analysis  to  be  unsatisfactory,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year 
the  water  was  considered  fit  for  drinking  and  general  domestic 
purposes.  Samples  of  wells  supplying  individual  houses  have  also  been 
taken. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  in  the  main 
supplies  and  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury  

880 

285 

880 



_ 

Little  Gaddesden  

1,408 

327 

1,408 

— 

— 

Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End)  

1,092 

336 

1,092 

_ 

Northchurch  

1,008 

331 

1,008 

— 

— 

Puttenham  

100 

35 

100 

— 

— 

Tring  Rural  

748 

218 

710 

12 

38 

Wigginton  

1,045 

330 

1,045 

— 

— - 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  public  swimmming  bath  at  the  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  continues 
to  be  much  used  by  the  public  from  within  the  District  and  the  sur- 
rounding area.  The  bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  which  is 
chlorinated  by  a Wallace  and  Tierman  break-point  chlorinator; 
continual  flow  of  the  water  through  the  bath  and  aerating  cascade  is 
maintained. 

Five  double  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  were  found 
on  analysis  to  be  satisfactory. 


66 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Aldbury  and  Wigginton: 

No  scheme  of  main  drainage  has  been  provided  in  the  Parishes  of 
Aldbury  and  Wigginton,  where  drainage  is  conveyed  mainly  to  cess- 
pools and  dis-used  wells.  In  many  cases  soakaway  action  in  the  chalk 
sub-soil  takes  place  and  this  is  commonly  regarded  as  a satisfactory 
method  of  disposal,  when  in  actual  fact,  it  constitutes  a potential  danger 
to  the  public  health  of  the  surrounding  area  by  reason  of  the  proximity 
of  the  Pumping  Station  of  the  Bucks  Water  Board  at  Newground, 
within  one  mile  of  the  centre  of  these  villages. 

Little  Gaddesdesi: 

The  main  drainage  of  the  Parish  of  Little  Gaddesden  has  not 
received  the  attention  of  the  Council,  since  the  village  is  of  a very 
scattered  nature  and  the  cost  of  any  scheme  of  main  drainage  would  be 
extremely  high.  Nevertheless,  existing  methods  of  drainage  to  cesspools 
and/or  soakaways  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

Nettleden  with  Totten  End? 

In  my  last  Report  I set  out  briefly  the  position  regarding  the 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Potten  End.  An  informal  Inquiry 
into  the  scheme  was  conducted  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  on  the  16th  December,  1960,  but  since 
that  date  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  Pumping  Station 
have  delayed  the  Ministry’s  approval  to  the  scheme. 

Tring  Rural: 

The  villages  of  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone  have  main  drainage, 
crude  sewage  being  discharged  on  to  surface  irrigation  areas  which, 
owing  to  their  location,  are  satisfactory. 

In  the  village  of  Long  Marston  the  majority  of  properties  are 
drained  to  a brick  culvert  originally  intended  for  surface  water  drainage. 
Phis  has,  over  a period  of  some  sixty  years,  come  to  be  regarded  as  the 
main  sewer.  In  my  view  a complete  new  scheme  should  be  provided 
and  extended  to  Gubbleeote,  and  the  sewage  pumped  to  a disposal 
works  situated  on  the  existing  irrigation  field. 

Northchurch: 

The  only  part  of  Northchurch  Parish  provided  with  main  drainage 
is  that  part  of  the  Northchurch  Hall  Estate  which  is  situated  within  the 
Rural  District.  Here  44  houses  are  drained  to  the  Berkhamsted  Urban 
District  Council’s  sewers. 

The  hamlet  of  Dudswell  and  the  Plome  Farm  Estate  are  drained 
to  cesspools  and  septic  tanks.  The  Home  Farm  Estate,  which  was 
developed  some  25  to  30  years  ago,  consists  of  high  density  develop- 
ment, and  from  a drainage  point  of  view,  is  unsatisfactory. 

On  the  question  of  drainage  and  sewerage  generally,  I am  happy 
to  report  that  the  Council  have,  during  the  year  under  review,  given 
much  attention  to  this  service  or  the  absence  thereof,  and  in  addition  to 
action  taken  in  connection  with  the  Potten  End  Scheme,  have  instructed 
their  Consulting  Engineers  to  prepare  a comprehensive  scheme 
embodying  the  Parishes  of  Aldbury,  Wigginton  and  that  part  of  North- 
church comprising  Dudswell  and  the  Home  Farm  Estate. 
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Cesspool  Emptying 

The  Council  continue  to  operate  three  cesspool  emptying  machines 
and  since  the  purchase  of  the  third  machine,  which  was  commissioned 
in  January,  1960,  the  service  has  operated  satisfactorily.  Much  time  is 
taken  up  in  dealing  with  the  Council’s  own  cesspools  on  their  post-war 
housing  estates  at  Aldbury,  Potten  End  and  Wigginton. 

During  the  year  1,254  private  cesspools  were  emptied  and  250 
visits  were  made  to  the  Council’s  own  houses. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

V 

Household  refuse  continues  to  be  collected  fortnightly  and  disposed 
of  in  the  dis-used  clay  workings  at  Outwood  Kiln,  Aldbury.  The 
collection  which  is  undertaken  by  three  men  and  one  refuse  collecting 
vehicle,  has  operated  satisfactorily,  but  the  uncontrolled  tipping  at 
Outwood  Kiln  has  presented  some  difficulty  and  given  rise  to  com- 
plaints. At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  were  considering  the  employ- 
ment of  a full-time  attendant  at  the  tip.  This  is  essential  if  some  measure 
of  controlled  tipping  is  to  be  obtained. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

8 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

2 





(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

10 

13 

— 

— 

2 Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 

Visits  and  Inspections 
general : 

Plouses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 39 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 
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Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Complaints  investigated  63 

Drainage  inspection  and  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 24 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  13 

Work  in  progress  721 

Cesspools  59 

Licensed  premises  19 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

food  premises: 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowsheds  and  dairies — 

Food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Formal 

Informal 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.59 

1960 

1960 

31.12.60 

2 

— 

- — - 

2 

4 

16 

15 

5 

6 

16 

15 

7 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


Houses 

Drainage  and  cesspools 
Cesspools  emptied  ... 
Water  closets 


17 

27 

1,504 

7 


HOUSING 


Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  provision  of 
housing  accommodation.  Six  one-bedroom  bungalows,  in  three  pairs, 
were  erected  at  both  Long  Marston  and  Potten  End.  The  Council’s 
efforts  to  persuade  elderly  persons  occupying  three-bedroom  houses  to 
move  into  the  bungalows  met  with  some  success.  At  Potten  End  three 
tenants  transferred  from  three-bedroom  houses  to  one-bedroom  bunga- 
lows, and  at  Long  Marston  one  such  transfer  was  effected  The  three- 
bedroom  houses  which  then  became  available  were  let  to  young 
families. 


Planning  consent  for  the  development  of  two  sites  at  Aldbury,  each 
for  six  houses,  and  eight  one-bedroom  bungalows  at  Wigginton  w7ere 
issued  during  the  year. 

Thirty  private  houses  were  completed  in  the  following  parishes: 


Parish 

Aldbury 

Little  Gaddesden 

Nettleden  with  Potten  End 

Northchurch 

Tring  Rural 

Wigginton 


Number  of  Houses 

6 

4 

3 

3 

1 

13 


The  Council  continues  to  encourage  the  modernisation  of  older 
houses  by  way  of  Improvement  Grants.  Seventeen  applications, 
involving  eighteen  houses,  were  submitted  and  fifteen  grants  were  made, 
totalling  £3,696. 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

12 

One-bedroom  bungalows 
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(b)  Completed  : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

12 

One-bedroom  bungalows 

30 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.60  was  as 
follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 

31.12.60: 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wigginton : 

Wick  Road  

16 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Fieidway  

8 

3-bedroom 

Chesham  Road  

6 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Road  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Aid  bury: 

Malting  Lane  

4 

2 and  3-bedrcom 

Stoneycroft  

12 

3-bedroom 

Berryfield 

8 

3-bedroom 

Wilstone : 

New  Road  

4 

3-bedroom 

Main  Street  

o 

A* 

3-bedroom  bungalows 

Little  Gaddesden : 

Cromer  Close  

28 

3-bedroom 

Long  Marston : 

Tring  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

Bromley  

Northchurch : 

24 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses;  1 and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

Dudswell  

2 

3-bedroom 

Potten  End : 

Vicarage  Road  

10 

3-bedroom 

Hedgeside  

28 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

Briar  Close  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 
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(b)  ParticiiSars  of  Schemes  (or  Contacts)  projected,  Le.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.60: 


Proposed 

Site 

number  of 

Type 

Houses 

Wigginton  

8 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Aid  bury  

12 

3-bedroom  houses 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1960 
137. 


Caravans 

Prior  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  there  were  three  multiple  caravan 
sites  in  the  Pviiral  District.  These,  together  with  a number  of  sites  each 
having  a single  caravan,  were  due  for  consideration  in  the  early  part 
of  1961. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
as  follows:  — 

Cowkeeper/ Retailers  ...  4 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  the  district)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

The  only  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  is  at  Long  Marston. 

Under  Section  3(1)  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  Local 
Authorities  were  required  to  review  and  report  to  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  on  the  existing  and  probable  future 
requirements  of  their  District  for  slaughtering  facilities  and  the  facilities 
which  are  or  are  likely  to  become  available  to  meet  those  requirements. 

In  August,  1960,  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Public  Plealth 
Inspector  reported  on  the  condition  of  the  slaughterhouse  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  having  regard  to  the  existence  of  the  dwellinghouse, 
which  forms  an  integral  part  of  the  shop  and  slaughtering  premises,  the 
proximity  of  nearby  cottages  and  the  state  of  repair,  particularly  of  the 
slaughter  hall,  he  considers  it  impracticable  to  carry  out  improvements 
or  extensions  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Slaugherhouses 
(Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958,  and  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 
of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958.  The  report  was  adopted  by  the  Council 
and  accepted  by  the  Minister,  who  appointed  the  1st  October,  1961,  as 
the  day  by  which  the  slaughterhouse  must  comply  fully  with  the  above 
Regulations. 
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The  occupier  has  expressed  his  intention  of  ceasing  the  use  of  the 
slaughterhouse  and  making  his  arrangements  for  slaughtering  at  Tring. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

131 

— 

76 

561 

182 

Number  inspected  

62 

— 

35 

273 

84 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

6 

_ 

- 

6 

A 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

9.7 

2.2 

5.8 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

_ 

, 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

4.8 

— 

— 

— 

4.8 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 


No  condemnation  of  unsound  food  other  than  butcher’s  meat  was 
made  during  the  year. 


Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises,  including  general  stores,  in  opera- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  year  was  21. 

13  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  and  no  action  in  respect 
of  unsatisfactory  premises  or  lack  of  cleanliness  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  or  Hygiene  Regulations  was  necessary. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

1 

Nil 

Nii 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  



1 



. 

IMM . , . 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2—3  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-4  „ 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

4-  5 „ 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

5—10  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—35  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  







45—65  ” 



_ 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Age  unknown  

“ 

— 

— 

1 

Total  Cases  Notified  

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males  j 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1960  

17 

21 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

# 

4 

1 

2 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

1 

3 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

20 

19 

— 

2 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

10—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

15—20 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

' 

— 

— 

— 

■ 1 ■ 

— 

’ 

Totals  

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  THING 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  acres  4,407 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1960  ...  5,540 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1960  ...  1,825 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1960  £64,323 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1960/61  £260 


LIVE  births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Male 

Female 

Total 



42 

38 

80 

. . . 

3 

9 

5 

Total  ... 

45 

40 

85 

Crude  Birth  R.ate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15.3. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.1. 


STILL-BIRTHS 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

...  « . . ... 

1 — 

1 

Total  ... 

1 — 

1 

Still-birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  total  (live  and 

still)  births:  11.6. 

deaths  v 

Males  30,  Females  29  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population. ..  ...  10.6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  8.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 

Male  Female  Total 

2 2 


2 2 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  ... 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE." 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  25.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.8 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  11.8 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ..:  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.5 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM  : 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.14 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  0.90 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.26 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  0.90 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1960 
was  5,540  as  compared  with  5,450  at  mid- 1959.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  26. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  were  1.05  and  0.83  respectively.  The  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors  to  obtain  adjusted  rates 
which  are  strictly  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  in  other 
districts  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  need  for 
such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the  constitution  of 
area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex  and  age  group 
components.  The  fact  that  the  birth  factor  is  above  unity  and  the  death 
factor  well  below  unity  indicates  that  your  district  has  a greater  propor- 
tion of  the  older  age  groups  in  its  population  than  has  the  country  as  a 
whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  85  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  a 
decrease  of  6 as  compared  with  1959. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  17.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17.1  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  1 still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  10.6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as 
compared  with  10.9  in  the  previous  year  and  with  19.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  59,  a 
decrease  of  8 on  the  total  for  the  year  1959. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  8.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.5  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  23.5  per  1,000  live  births  as  com- 
pared with  44.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  21.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years 
5 — 10  years 
10 — 15  years 
15 — 20  years 
20 — 25  years 
25 — 35  years 
35 — 45  years 
45 — 55  years 
55 — 65  years 
65 — 70  years 
70 — 75  years 
75 — 80  years 
80 — 85  years 
85 — 90  years 
90  years  and  over 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males 


Females 

2 

1 


Total 

2 

1 


ALL  CAUSES  ... 


3 1 4 

7 4 11 

5 2 7 

3 8 11 

5—5 

6 6 12 

1 1 

1 4 5 


30  29  59 
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Causes  of  Death  in  I960 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

. 



— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— . 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

• — • 

— 

- — • 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— . 

— ■ 

— - 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— . 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— • 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

1 

1 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

• — 

— . 

• ■ 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

1 

3 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  

— 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

2 

3 

5 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

12 

7 

19 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— . 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

8 

3 

11 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

— 

2 

2 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

■ — 

— — — 

23. 

Pneumonia  

— 

4 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis  

1 

— 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  

, 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- — 

■ — 

r 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— • 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— -- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

, 

„ 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— . 

— - 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

3 

2 

5 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— — 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

2 

2 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

“ 

1 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

30 

29 

59 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board  may  be  derived 
from  three  sources:  viz.  Dancers  End  Pumping  Station,  New  Ground 
Pumping  Station,  Hawridge  Pumping  Station.  The  supply  is  chlori- 
nated before  lime  softening  and  has  been  satisfactory  as  to  both  quantity 
and  quality. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  have  been  made  of  raw  wafer  from 
Dancers  End,  New  Ground  and  Hawridge  Pumping  Stations  fortnightly. 

Eighty-one  samples  of  raw  water  were  examined  and  77  were  free 
from  all  coliform  organisms.  4 samples  showed  non-fecal  coliforms  in 
very  small  numbers.  All  samples  were  free  from  fecal  type  Bact.  colt. 

Fifty-four  samples  of  water  going  to  supply  and  from  consumers’ 
taps  were  examined.  Of  these,  all  samples  at  the  works  were  free  from 
coliform  organisms,  and  two  samples  from  consumer’s  taps  contained 
small  numbers  of  non-faecal  type  coliforms,  but  all  were  free  from 
faecal  type  Bact.  coli. 

Chemical  analysis  of  the  water  was  satisfactory. 

The  water  is  non-plumbo-solvent. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

5,540 

1,836 

5,540 

__ 

— 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sanitation 

Sewage  disposal  by  the  system  of  broad  irrigation  still  obtains  in 
the  District.  Proposals  by  the  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Balfour 
and  Sons  for  a more  modern  sewage  disposal  system  were  completed 
during  the  year  and  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  decision. 
Because  of  the  many  new  building  projects  completed  in  the  town  the 
increased  sewerage  is  causing  considerable  difficulties  in  treatment,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  Consulting 
Engineers’  plan  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  has,  with  a few  exceptions, 
been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  With,  however,  the 
increased  housing  development  in  the  District  the  weekly  collection  of 
refuse  has  presented  many  problems  to  the  few  staff  available  for  such 
work;  but  it  is  hoped  a new  bonus-system  instituted  during  the  year  will 
improve  the  situation. 
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The  practice  of  controlled  tipping  was  considerably  improved  when 
new  equipment  was  obtained  and  a full-time  attendant  employed  on  the 
site.  It  is  expected  that,  now  the  refuse  tip  is  in  satisfactory  order,  the 
County  Council  will  agree  to  the  lease  of  further  land  on  this  site  for 
refuse  disposal.  The  present  tip  has  almost  reached  the  end  of  its 
working  life. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  a neighbouring  Authority  and  a charge 
made  to  the  owners  of  the  properties. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

31 

22 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  

2 

TOTAL  

44 

29 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number 

defects  were  found 

of  cases 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

tions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

3 

3 

Overcrowdnig  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S. 3) 

• — 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  11 


Total  ...  11 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections  made 
GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts 509 

Housing  Acts  235 

Council  house  inspections 1,067 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  759 

Building  byelaws  1,467 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Caravans  12 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rodent  Control  3 

Schools  8 

Petroleum  Acts  30 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

MEAT  AND  FOODS: 

Slaughterhouses  391 

Public  markets  and  fruit  stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Restaurants  and  dining  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  vehicles  1 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


HOUSING 

Plans  for  many  more  Council  houses  were  made  during  the  year 
and  should  they  prove  acceptable  building  will  no  doubt  commence 
during  1961.  Repairs  to  Council  houses  were  again  maintained  at  a high 
level,  including  repairs  to  footpaths  in  one  of  the  Council  housing 
estates. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  external  painting  of  Council 
houses  because  of  the  high  cost  involved,  lack  of  adequate  staff  to 
supervise  the  work  and  the  inclement  weather  experienced  last  year. 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 

(a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

18 

3-bedroom  houses  and  1 and 

224 

2-bedroom  bungalows 
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(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick 

11 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

111 

The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.60  was  as 
follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  to  31.12.60:—- 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Woodland  Close  

46 

Gamnel  

24 

Dundale  Road  

10 

Meadow  Close  

6 

Goldfield  

40 

Type 


Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  but  not  completed  at 
31.12.60:— 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

Number 

Numbei 

Houses 

Commenced 

Completed 

Goldfield  Estate  

17 

3-bedroom  houses 

1 and  2-bedroom 

17 

11 

bungalows 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.  Schemes  abou 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  Sias  not  been 
made  at  31.12.60: — 


Proposed 

Site 

No.  of 

Type 

Houses 

Housing  Scheme  14 

102 

Various 

New  Road 

12 

3-bedroom 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1960  ...  152 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: 

Fish  shops  

Fried  fish  shops  

Meat  shops 

Greengrocers  

Grocers  and  mixed  trade  including  sugar  confectionery 
Bakers  and  confectioners 


1 

1 

8 

6 

26 

4 


2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act: 

Ice-cream  premises  14 

Preserved  food  premises  ...  8 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations  1949  ...  ...  5 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  11 

A satisfactory  number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises 

was  not  possible  because  of  the  many  other  commitments  of  the  Public 
Health  staff. 

4.  No  new  educational  activity  occurred  during  the  year. 

5.  All  condemned  food,  including  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouses  is  now  heat-treated  at  the  abattoirs  or  else  placed  in 
sealed  containers  and  sent  to  registered  treatment  premises. 

6.  No  special  examination  of  large  stocks  or  consignments  of  food. 

7.  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947 — 52— no  ice-cream 
is  manufactured  in  the  area. 

8.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56 — a satisfactory  standard  of 
hygiene  appeared  to  be  maintained  in  the  food  shops,  though  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  number  of  inspections  was  small. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Meat  at  one  is 
inspected  by  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspector  and  at  the  other  by 
private  practice  Veterinary  Surgeons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 

disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1960:  — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

2,110 

396 

1,862 

4,513 

2,299 

2 

Number  inspected  

2,110 

396 

1,862 

4,435 

2,272 

2 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

872 

23 

5 

93 

34 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

41.0 

6.0 

0.3 

2.0 

1.0 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

3 

_ 

34 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

0.1 

— 

— 

— 

1.0 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

_ 

„ . n 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 



No  horses  were  slaughtered 


It  is  obvious  from  the  above  table  that  considerable  time  was  spent 
on  meat  inspections.  It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  the  owner  of  the 
slaughterhouse  always  showed  a good  deal  of  understanding  and  gave 
his  willing  co-operation. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Total 

Admitted 

Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough  

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Whooping 

Cough 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

1 — * 2 years  

— 

— 

? — 3 

— 

— 

3—4  „ 

2 

— 

4—  5 „ 

2 

— 

5-10  „ 

2 

— 

10 — 15  ,,  

2 



20 — 35  ,,  

— 

1 

35—45  „ 

— 

— . 

45 — 65  ,,  

— 

■ — . 

65  years  and  over  

— • 

— 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  notified  

8 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  1st  January,  1960 

12 

7 

3 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 



1 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Total  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Regis- 
ter at  the  end  of  the  year 

12 

6 

2 

1 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 1 years  ... 

,,  . - 

. _ 

_____ 

, 

i - - 



- 



1—  5 „ 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  ., 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

35—45  „ ... 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  „ ... 

~ 

_____ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

55—65  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

" “ 

" 

■ 1 

1 

T 

' 

' 

Totals  

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

R.  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

B.  A.  Richards,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

A.  Wilkes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

K.  W.  M.  Harbord,  b.a.,  m.b.,  B.ch.,  b.a.o. 
(Granted  leave  of  absence  from  4.10.60). 

V.  P.  Houghton,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

(Part-time  from  4.10.60). 

E.  S.  M.  Barnes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

(Part-time  from  17.10.60). 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) : 

D.  D.  Brown,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

H.  W.  John,  l.m.s.s.a. 

F.  C.  J.  Fawcett,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

M.  A.  Knox,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

M.  Randell,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer  i 

Miss  J.  C.  Maughan,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m,,  h.v.,  Queen’s  Nurse 


Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  G.  Austin  Miss  L.  Brackley 
Miss  C.  J.  Badcock  Miss  O.  B.  Ives 
Miss  M.  L.  Baker  Miss  R.  M.  S.  Johnson 
Miss  M.  E.  Barrell  Mrs.  M.  Kennedy 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Bolton  Miss  C.  N.  McConachie 
Mrs.  B.  Bowyer  Miss  M.  Pritchard 


Mrs.  K.  Clift 

(Part-time) 
Mrs.  M.  Hook 

(Part-time) 
Mrs.  M.  McMahon 
(Part-time) 


Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives  : 

Mrs.  R.  Groves  Miss  J.  L.  Powell  Miss  D.  Simms 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Nelson  Miss  M.  R.  Plumb  Miss  M.  I.  Snell 


Miss  J.  Carter 
Miss  M.  Chalker 
Miss  A.  K.  Davies 
Miss  M.  Dring 


District  Nurse/Mid  wives  : 

Miss  J.  S.  Evans 
Mrs.  M.  McConnell 
Miss  I.  Murrell 
Miss  M.  A.  O’Dwyer 


Miss  F.  R.  Phillips 
Miss  J.  S.  Slater 
Miss  K.  Yearsden 


Midwives  : 

Miss  L.  Abrahams  Miss  I.  Saxby 


District  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  D.  Knight  Mrs.  E.  G.  Cox  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Mayo  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hamlyn  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  G.  Nasse  (Part-time) 

Clinic  Nurses : 

Mrs.  P.  Bathe  Mrs.  E.  Griffin  Mrs.  N.  Kerry  Mrs.  P.  Tovey 


Chief  Clerk  : 

Mr.  D.  Harling 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  — SERVICES 


Introduction 

In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services 
provided  in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account, 
designedly  brief,  reviews  the  health  services  from  the  local  angle  and 
gives  the  local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy  and  develop- 
ment of  the  health  services  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Division,  which  comprises  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted,  has  a population  of  90,280,  an 
increase  of  3,400  residents  over  the  previous  year,  and  covers  an  area  of 
51,403  acres. 

Staff 

The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who  is 
also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  constituent  authorities  in  the 
Division,  three  full-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  five 
part-time  Medical  Officers  engaged  on  a sessional  basis  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  clinics. 

The  Nursing  Staff,  who  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  consists  of  15  Health  Visitor /School  Nurses, 
three  of  whom  are  part-time,  17  District  Nurse/Midwives,  of  whom  6 
are  also  Health  Visitors,  5 District  Nurses,  3 of  whom  work  part-time 
only,  2 Mid  wives  and  4 part-time  Clinic  Nurses.  The  general  establish- 
ment for  nursing  staff  showed  an  increase  of  two  whole-time  nurses 
over  the  previous  year. 

In  addition,  certain  medical  auxiliary  workers  on  the  central  staff 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  give  whole-time  or  part-time  services  in 
the  Division.  They  include  a Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  Mental  Welfare 
Officer,  Speech  Therapist,  Orthoptist,  Physical  Education  Instructor  and 
Home  Help  Organisers.  The  Divisional  Dental  Service  is  run  by  part- 
time  Dental  Officers. 

In  the  previous  annual  report  mention  was  made  of  the  dual 
problem  which  has  to  be  faced  each  year  in  providing  replacements  for 
the  inevitable  changes  in  the  nursing  staff  and  obtaining  additional 
nurses  to  meet  the  needs  of  an  increasing  population.  Last  year  the 
difficulties  were  particularly  severe  for  there  were  thirteen  changes 
among  the  nursing  staff,  eleven  through  resignations.  To  find  replace- 
ments for  one  quarter  of  the  nursing  staff  in  times  of  national  shortage 
was  no  mean  task  and,  indeed,  almost  a miracle  of  accomplishment. 
Changes  may  be  inevitable,  but,  unfortunately,  they  bring  in  their  wake 
the  many  difficulties  commonly  associated  with  temporary  gaps  in  the 
establishment  while  replacements  are  being  found  and,  in  particular, 
the  difficulties  arising  from  loss  of  continuity  of  care. 

The  link  between  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the  local  health 
authority  and  the  hospital  was  maintained  and  both  sides  derived 
benefit  from  the  association.  The  weakest  link,  perhaps  because  it  is  the 
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newest  link,  was  in  the  field  of  psychiatry.  It  is  one  which  must  be 
strengthened  if  the  aspirations  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  are  to 
be  fully  realised. 

The  co-operation  between  the  family  doctors  and  the  nurses  seems 
to  grow  with  each  succeeding  year  and  it  is  particularly  noticeable  that 
the  Health  Visitor  now  has  the  traditional  association  with  the  family 
doctors  so  long  enjoyed  by  her  colleagues,  the  district  nurses  and  mid- 
wives. In  these  days  Preventive  and  Social  Medicine  is  very  much  a part 
of  a general  practice  and  no  longer  can  either  doctor  or  nurse  afford  to 
stand  aloof  from  each  other. 

One  association  which  attracts  little  attention,  and  yet  an  important 
one  to  be  encouraged,  is  that  between  the  family  doctor  and  his 
colleague  in  child  health,  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  It  is  so 
often  assumed  that  because  of  the  widely  different  nature  of  their  work 
they  can  have  little,  professionally,  in  common.  The  link,  of  course,  lies 
in  the  sphere  of  child  health  and  from  the  many  friendly  letters  which 
passed  between  them  last  year  the  exchange  of  information  was  as 
valuable  to  the  sender  as  it  was  to  the  receiver.  More  importantly, 
perhaps,  the  action  resulting  from  the  exchange  of  information  yielded 
equal  benefit  to  the  subject  of  the  correspondence,  the  child. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1960 
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Area  (acres)  .... 
Population  

Live  Births  

Still-births  

Deaths  

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age  . . . 

7,193 

51,570 

1,131 

29 

396 

19 

20,249 

13,760 

243 

5 

129 

6 

1,982 

12,790 

219 

4 

130 

3 

17,572 

6,620 

98 

67 

1 

4,407 

5,540 

85 

1 

59 

2 

51,403 

90,280 

1,776 

39 

781 

31 

404,524 

806,040 

14,614 

260 

7,478 

257 

* 

45,755 

000 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  esti- 
mated popula- 
tion : 

Crude  

21.9 

17.7 

17.1 

14.8 

15.3 

19.7 

18.1 

17.1 

Adjusted  

16.2 

17.7 

17.1 

14.5 

16.1 

* 

17.7 

— 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 
estimated 
population : 
Crude  

7.7 

9.4 

10.2 

10.1 

10.6 

8.6 

9.3 

11.5 

Adjusted  

12.1 

10.7 

10.4 

9.7 

8.8 

* 

10.5 

— 

Infective  and 

Parasitic 
diseases  ex- 
cluding T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System  

0.04 

0.14 

0.16 

0.00 

0.00 

0.07 

0.05 

* 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

* 

* 

Respiratory 
Diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuber- 
culosis of  res- 
piratory sys- 
tem)   

0.87 

1.02 

0.70 

1.36 

0.90 

0.91 

* 

* 

Cancer  

1.55 

1.45 

1.02 

2.42 

1.26 

1.51 

1.65 

* 

Heart  and  Circu- 
latory Diseases 

2.52 

3.05 

4.69 

3.17 

6.14 

3.18 

2.95 

* 

Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous 
System  

1.12 

1.67 

1.79 

0.91 

0.90 

1.27 

* 

* 
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England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 


/ 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1960 

(continued) 


Kernel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Infant 

Mortality 

16.8 

24.7 

13.2 

10.2 

23.5 

17.5 

17.6 

21.7 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

11.5 

24.7 

9.1 

102 

11.8 

12.9 

10.6 

15.6 

Early  Neo- 
Natal 

Mortality 

■ 

8.0 

24.7 

9.1 

10.2 

11.8 

10.7 

10.8 

* 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality 

32.8 

44.4 

26.9 

10.2 

23.5 

38.6 

28.9 

32.9 

Still-Birth 

Rate 

25.0 

20.2 

17.9 

0.00 

11.6 

21.5 

17.5 

19.7 

Maternal 

Mortality 

1.72 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.05 

0.27 

* 

* Figures  not  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during 
1960  was  1,776  (927  males,  849  females),  an  increase  of  81  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  19.7  per  1,000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  19.5  for  1959. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  70  or  3.9%  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  57  and  3.4%  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 


Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  781  (382  males,  399  females),  an  increase  of  46  on  the 
total  for  1959. 
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The  Crude  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  was  8.6  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  8.5  for  the  previous  year. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  — 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

2.  Cancer. 

3.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

4.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  79%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1960  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  31, 
a decrease  of  1 from  the  previous  year.  23  infants  were  under  four  weeks 
of  age  at  the  time  of  death. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  17.5  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  18.9  for  1959. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  16.5  as  compared  with  19.5  for  1959. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  was  27.5  as  compared  with  Nil  for  1959. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths  of  all  infants  under 
one  year  of  age:  — 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

; 

2 — 3 weeks 

— 5 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Congenital  heart 
disease  

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Other  Congenital 
Malformatio  ns 

4 

4 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

7 

Prematurity 

7 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Haemolytic 
disease  of  the 
newborn 

2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

5 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

4 

4 

_ 

4 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Retroperitoneal 
Tumour 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL  

20 

2 

— 

1 

23  | 

1 

4 

3 

— 

31 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 

Whilst  it  can  again  be  said  the  area  was  free  from  Smallpox,  it  was 
not  free  from  the  alarm  of  smallpox  for,  during  the  year,  three  adults 
were  in  contact  with  the  disease.  Fortunately  all  had  been  previously 
vaccinated  and,  while  none  developed  the  disease,  they  all  suffered  the 
inevitable  inconvenience  which  sixteen  days  of  quarantine  inflicts  on 
victim  and  family  alike. 

This  unwelcome  incident  was  not  made  any  more  palatable  by  the 
vaccination  statistics  for  the  year  which  showed  a decline  in  the  number 
of  persons  vaccinated  and,  in  particular,  a 10%  decline  in  the  number 
of  infant  vaccinations.  The  year’s  figure  of  59%  infant  vaccinations  was 
admittedly  15%  higher  than  the  national  average,  but  nevertheless  the 
size  of  the  decline  from  the  previous  year's  figure  must  demand  more 
action  than  merely  noting  it. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  are 
given  below : — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

625 

46 

29 

9 

1 

710 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

429 

37 

26 

42 

46 

580 

Re-Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

1 

1 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

4 

39 

66 

109 

Total  vaccinated  and 
re- vaccina  ted 

1,054 

83 

59 

90 

1 14 

1,400 

In  general  vaccinations  were  unaccompanied  by  any  complication 
other  than  a mild  local  reaction. 


Diphtheria 

Commonplace  things  and  events  are  only  to  be  expected  and  are 
therefore  not  news.  In  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  last  war 
Diphtheria  was  commonplace  and  the  occurrence  of  around  55,000 
cases  annually  in  England  and  Wales  with  about  2,750  deaths  among 
them  excited  little  interest  and  comment.  How  differently  is  diphtheria 
regarded  to-day  when  even  minor  outbreaks  of  no  more  than  a mere 
handful  of  cases  attracts  great  attention  and  publicity.  The  few  out- 
breaks which  occurred  last  year  in  England  and  Wales  were  given 
V.I.P.  treatment  in  the  national  press  and  radio  and  the  effect  of  the 
publicity  was  clearly  reflected  in  the  immunisation  statistics  even  in  this 
area,  where  no  ease  of  diphtheria  was  reported.  Primary  immunisations 
increased  by  549  and  the  total  of  primary  and  secondary  immunisations 
by  753.  Infant  immunisation  reached  the  high  figure  of  90%. 
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The  more  popular  procedure  among  mothers  of  combining 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  injections  into  a single 
course  of  injections  was  re-introduced  into  the  clinics  during  the  year. 
While  this  practice  may  have  influenced  the  acceptance-rate  in  the 
clinics,  it  cannot  have  affected  the  increase  equally  shown  in  the  returns 
of  the  family  doctors,  the  vast  majority  of  whom  never  abandoned  the 
use  of  the  triple  antigen.  It  is  sound  commonsense  to  heed  the  warning 
given  by  other  people’s  misfortunes. 

Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  or  given  secondary 
injections  are  given  below:  — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

1,088 

223 

79 

67 

1 

1,458 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

503 

87 

39 

35 

— 

664 

Secondary  or 
Re-Inforcing 
Injections 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

130 

955 

1,085 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

50 

152 

1 

203 

Total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immuni- 
sations   

1,591 

310 

298 

1,209 

2 

3,410 

Whooping  Cough 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  last  year  kept  pace  with  the 
progress  made  against  Diphtheria.  Primary  immunisations  showed  an 
increase  of  798  over  the  previous  year  with  the  total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immunisations  higher  by  837.  Despite  the  very  considerable 
boost  to  the  immunisation  figures  the  incidence  of  the  disease  was 
higher,  92  cases  as  compared  with  27  in  1959,  and  an  explanation  for 
this  apparent  paradox  seems  necessary. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  protection  given  by  immunisation  is 
not  as  complete  against  Whooping  Cough  as  it  is  against  Diphtheria  and 
with  the  present  vaccine  it  is  inevitable  that  some  cases  will  occur 
among  the  immunised.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  vaccine  will  give 
complete  protection  to  about  75%  and  will  modify  the  illness  in  the 
remainder.  This  estimation  seems  to  be  supported  by  the  findings  of  the 
follow-up  survey  again  made  last  year  of  all  notified  cases.  Of  the  92 
cases  reported  44  had  been  previously  immunised  but  it  must  be 
appreciated  that  these  44  cases  came  from  75%  of  the  child  population, 
the  percentage  of  the  child  population  immunised.  In  terms  of  severity 
of  the  illness,  the  survey  showed  the  following  findings:  — 
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Immunised 

Not  Immunised 


Number  of 
Cases 


44 

48 


Severity  of  Illness 


Mild 


31 

II 


Moderately 

Severe 

11 

20 


Severe 


2 

17 


The  findings  of  the  survey  do  appear  to  support  the  contention  that 
immunisation  modifies  the  course  of  illness.  The  moral  is  surely  to  press 
on  with  immunisation  while  hoping  for  the  production  of  a more 
effective  vaccine. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  given  below:  — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—  15 

years 

Totals 

Primary  Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

619 

713 

77 

11 

1,420 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

486 

83 

41 

29 

639 

Secondary  or  ReTnforcing 
Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

1 

1 

2 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

— 

39 

106 

145 

Total  of  primary  and  second- 

ary  immunisations  

1,105 

796 

158 

147 

2,206 

Poliomyelitis 

The  story  of  Polio,  is  again  the  story  of  immunisation  rather  than 
the  disease.  In  three  persons  only  was  the  illness  suspected  last  year 
and,  fortunately,  in  none  was  the  diagnosis  confirmed.  The  time  saved 
in  investigating  patients  and  contacts  was  more  profitably  spent 
vaccinating  the  community. 

Last  year  was  the  turn  for  the  under  40’s  and  5,000  men  and 
women,  previously  ineligible,  were  vaccinated,  2,000  of  them  in  the  35 
factories  and  offices  which  were  visited.  During  the  visits  nearly  800 
young  people,  who  had  not  previously  taken  advantage  of  vaccination, 
were  also  vaccinated.  Vaccination  programmes  for  factories  and  offices 
have  now  been  arranged  for  the  past  two  years,  each  programme 
involving  three  visits.  These  visits  must,  to  some  extent,  interfere  with 
production  and  the  smooth  running  of  business  and  it  is  pleasant  to 
acknowledge  that  whatever  the  difficulties  the  visits  may  have  caused 
the  managements  the  polio  team  was  always  well  received. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  concentration  of  effort  last  year 
was  entirely  on  the  older  age  groups:  all  the  eligible  age  groups  received 
attention.  Babies  were  vaccinated  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  some 
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older  children  at  school  and  67  open  sessions  were  held,  mainly  on 
Saturday  mornings,  in  various  parts  of  the  Division  for  persons  of  all 
ages  up  to  40  years.  In  addition  many  hundreds  were  vaccinated  by  the 
family  doctors.  As  a result  nearly  8,000  new  patients  were  vaccinated 
in  1960  with  two  injections  and  a further  2,500  received  their  third 
injection.  By  the  end  of  the  year  over  37,000  persons  had  been  vacci- 
nated with  two  injections  and  30,500  of  them  had  completed  the  course 
of  three  injections. 

Completed  is  perhaps  not  quite  the  right  word,  for,  at  the  time  of 
v/riting,  it  is  known  that  the  Minister  of  Health  has  given  his  authority 
and  blessing  to  a fourth  injection  for  children  between  the  ages  of  5 
years  to  1 1 years  inclusive  who  have  already  had  three  injections  and 
whose  third  injection  was  at  least  one  year  previously.  In  the  last  sen- 
tences of  the  corresponding  section  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1959  it 
was  stated  that  the  story  of  polio  vaccination  was  by  no  means  ended. 
The  section  this  year  might  be  concluded  by  assuring  the  polio  team  of 
another  year  of  full  employment  in  1961  and  promising  our  readers  a 
further  instalment  of  the  Polio  saga  in  the  next  issue. 


Measles 

Last  year  was  a quiet  year  for  Measles  after  the  massive  epidemic 
in  the  first  half  of  1959.  Only  42  cases  were  notified,  none  requiring 
treatment  in  hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  lower  last  year  with  34  notified 
cases  as  compared  with  56  in  1959.  The  disease  was  again  mild  and  free 
from  untoward  complications. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  I960  (Corrected) 


District 

Disease 

i 

Borough  of 
Hemel 

Hempstead 

Rural  District 

of  Hemel 

Hempstead 

l 

Urban  District 

of 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 
of 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

of  Tring 

Totals  for 

Division 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

5 

5 

3 

34 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

52 

18 

9 

5 

8 

92 

Measles  

25 

12 

4 

1 

■ — - 

12 

Dysentery  

Meningococcal 

16 

10 

4 

1 

■ — — 

31 

Meningitis 

3 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

4 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

Erysipelas  

— - 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Food  Poisoning 

— - 

5 

1 

• — 

— 

6 

P uerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

1 

- — 

3 

1 

I 

6 

Malaria  

Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

1 

Pulmonary 

19 

2 

9 

5 

— 

35 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

3 

2 

~ 

2 

2 

9 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

There  were  851  home  confinements  last  year,  of  whom  843  were 
attended  by  County  Council  Midwives.  The  number  of 
midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Division 
was  19,  of  whom  17  served  in  the  dual  capacity  of  District 
Nurse/ Midwife.  In  760  of  the  843  confinements  attended  by  the  County 
Council  mid  wives,  the  midwives  attended  as  mid  wives,  attending  the 
remainder  as  maternity  nurses.  Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered 
to  751  patients  and  Pethidine  injections  were  given  to  428  patients. 
Compared  with  1959  the  total  of  domiciliary  confinements  increased  by 
a little  over  8%  last  year. 

The  total  number  of  confinements  last  year  among  residents  in  the 
Division  was  1817,  an  increase  of  160  or  9.7%  over  1959  and  the  per- 
centage of  domiciliary  confinements  to  total  confinements  was 
unchanged  at  47%.  Of  the  966  confinements  in  hospitals  and  nursing 
homes  752  were  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  .Heme!  Hempstead.  There 
were  143  confinements  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  in  patients  whose 
residence  lay  outside  the  Divisional  area. 

Breaking  down  the  statistics  of  the  domiciliary  confinements  into 
those  within  and  those  without  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough  we  find 
that  the  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  to  total  confinements 
within  the  Borough  was  49%  as  compared  with  51%  in  1959  and 
outside  the  Borough  boundaries  42%  as  compared  with  41%  in  1959. 
The  national  percentile  average  for  domiciliary  confinements  to  total 
confinements  remained  relatively  unchanged  at  a fraction  over  36%. 
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The  point  has  been  made  before  in  this  section  of  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  lack  of  freedom  expectant  mothers  in  the  Borough  have 
to  opt  for  hospital  confinement  because  of  the  inadequacy  of  maternity 
bed  accommodation.  Last  year  there  was  a small  increase  of  2%  in 
hospital  confinements  but  the  figure  of  51%  hospital  confinements  still 
compares  very  unfavourably  with  the  66%  average  for  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  area  as  a whole.  The  fourth  ward  at  St.  Paul’s  was  still 
closed  to  patients  last  year,  but  work  on  the  nursery  alterations  was 
begun  early  this  year  and  the  ward  should  be  in  use  by  the  middle  of 
the  year. 

One  call  was  made  on  the  ‘Tying  Squad”  unit  based  on  the  Royal 
Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury.  No  calls  were  made  on  the  units  based  at 
the  King  St.  Hospital  Watford,  the  Luton  Maternity  Hospital  and  the 
St.  Albans  City  Hospital. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 


Attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  remained  at  a low  level 
throughout  the  year  and,  indeed,  the  monthly  clinic  at  King’s  Langley 
was  closed  at  the  end  of  March  after  satisfactory  alternative  arrange- 
ments for  the  clinic  patients  had  been  found.  The  details  of  the  atten- 
dances at  the  three  clinics  in  the  Division  are  listed  below:  — 


Clinic 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Number 

of 

Patients 

Number 

of 

Attendances 

Average 

attendance 

per 

Session 

“ Churchill  ”, 

Hemel  Hempstead 

48 

45 

211 

4.4 

Rerkhamsted  

24 

32 

140 

5.8 

Kings  Langley 

3 

13 

17 

5.7 

The  future  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  is  a matter  for  County  Council 
policy  and  in  this  report  comment  is  inappropriate.  But  throughout  the 
country  the  pattern  of  ante-natal  care  has  changed  in  the  last  ten  years 
with  a swing  away  from  the  local  health  authority  clinics  towards  the 
hospitals  and  general  practitioner /obstetricians.  It  is  a logical  change 
of  the  times,  encouraged  by  recent  legislation  and,  therefore,  not  in  the 
least  unexpected.  The  County  Council  will,  presumably,  continue  to 
provide  ante-natal  clinics  while  some  patients  express  a preference  for 
them  or  until  the  change  is  complete. 

The  one  aspect  of  ante-natal  care  where  the  clinic  still  holds  sway 
is  in  health  education  and  relaxation  classes.  In  the  urban  areas  relaxa- 
tion classes  are  established  In  all  the  welfare  clinics  and  are  attended  by 
hospital,  general  practitioner  and  clinic  patients  alike.  Patients  are 
taught  relaxation  and  special  exercises  which  will  help  them  in  their 
confinements  and  have  discussion  with  the  nurses  on  the  various  aspects 
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of  mothereraft  at  a period  when,  perhaps,  they  are  most  responsive  to 
advice  and  encouragement.  Relaxation  classes  in  a central  clinic  are  not 
appropriate  to  rural  districts  where  it  is  more  usual  and  convenient  for 
the  nurse  to  visit  each  patient  in  her  own  home.  Whatever  the  future 
may  hold  for  local  authority  clinics,  the  future  of  the  relaxation  and 
mothereraft  classes  appears  assured. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres 

If  the  ante-natal  clinics  have  declined  in  recent  years  both  in  use 
and  importance,  no  similar  charge  can  be  laid  against  the  infant  welfare 
clinics.  The  reverse,  indeed,  applies,  for  their  popularity  waxes  rather 
than  wanes.  The  reasons  are  many  and  varied  and  differ,  between  areas. 
In  rural  areas  the  clinic  has  so  long  been  accepted  as  part  of  the  village 
life  that  only  a change  in  village  life  can  change  the  clinic  habit.  In  the 
urban  areas  the  clinic  habit  is  almost  equally  engrained  but  perhaps  for 
somewhat  different  reasons.  While  clinics  are  primarily  established  for 
medical  purposes  they,  nevertheless,  have  a useful  social  function.  In 
the  new  and  developing  areas  of  the  Borough  the  clinics  provide  a 
common  meeting-ground  for  mothers  with  a common  interest  in  child 
welfare.  They  are  often  the  means  of  introducing  the  new  inhabitants 
of  the  area  to  each  other  and  these  introductions,  no  doubt,  help  many 
mothers  to  settle  more  easily  in  their  new  surroundings.  If  the  clinics, 
at  the  same  time,  serve  an  equally  useful  medical  purpose  their  popu- 
larity in  these  areas  is,  surely,  not  surprising. 

A gradual  change  which  has  become  apparent  over  the  years  is 
seen  in  the  management  of  the  clinics.  Gone  are  the  days  when  mothers 
attended  simply  for  advice  and  instruction  for  instruction  has  now  been 
replaced  by  discussion.  The  change  is  due,  in  a large  measure,  to  the 
programmes  on  television  and  radio  and  the  many  articles  now 
published  in  women’s  magazines  on  child  health.  So  often  the  conversa- 
tion between  mother  and  nurse  opens  with  a remark  from  the  mother 
such  as  “Did  you  see  the  programme  on  television  yesterday?”  or  “I 
have  read  recently  an  article  which  says  ...”  The  discussion  thus 
begins  and  perhaps  it  is  questionable  who  benefits  most,  the  mother  or 
the  nurse. 

it  has  taken  years  of  hard  work  and  understanding  for  the  clinics 
to  attain  their  popularity;  providing  they  continue  to  give  a service 
flexible  enough  to  change  with  the  times,  their  popularity  should  never 
wane. 


WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 

There  are  thirty-one  centres  in  the  Division  from  which  Welfare 
Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin 
Tablets)  are  distributed.  Of  these  distribution  centres  seventeen  are 
situated  in  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  ten  in  local  shops,  three  are  staffed 
by  the  W.V.S.  and  one  by  the  County  Council. 

Supplies  are  ordered  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  from  a 
main  depot  at  Bedford  and  deliveries  to  the  centres  are  either  made 
directly  from  the  main  depot  or  by  local  transport  from  a County 
Council  depot  in  Hemel  Hempstead. 
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The  following  Welfare  Foods  were  distributed  during  the  year:  — 


National  Dried  Milk 

Orange  Juice  

Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  A and  D Tablets 


11,768  tins 
62,115  bottles 
6,436  bottles 
6,298  packets 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


There  are  fifty-live  schools  in  the  Division  (excluding  independent 
or  private  schools),  one  Special  School  and  one  Nursery  School.  The 
total  number  of  pupils  on  the  school  registers  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Autumn  term  was  16,193. 

The  policy  of  visiting  schools  each  term  was  maintained  though 
difficulty  was  experienced  at  times  in  meeting  this  commitment,  largely 
due  to  the  additional  work  thrown  on  the  medical  and  nursing  stall  by 
the  Polio  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  programmes.  The  periodic  medical 
examination  of  the  four  age  groups,  i.e.  entrants  (5  years  +),  juniors 
(7  years  + ),  intermediates  (11  years  +)  and  seniors  (14  years  +)  was 
continued.  At  each  school  medical  inspection,  re-examination  of 
children  who  at  previous  periodic  or  special  examinations  had  been 
found  to  have  defects  requiring  treatment  or  observation  was  made. 

The  annual  B.C.G.  vaccination  programme  for  the  senior  schools, 
including  the  independent  schools,  was  varied  last  year  to  include 
children  from  13  years  to  school  leaving  age.  Of  the  1,271  children  who 
were  tuberculin  skin  tested,  1,158  gave  a negative  reaction  and  were 
vaccinated.  The  113  children  who  were  tuberculin  skin  test  positive 
were  given  a chest  X-ray  as  a precautionary  measure  and  none  showed 
any  active  tuberculous  lesion.  The  small  number  of  tuberculin  negative 
children  who  were  absent  at  the  time  of  the  vaccination  sessions  will  be 
reviewed  in  this  year’s  programme. 

Medical  Inspections 

(a)  Periodic  Inspections : 

Number  inspected — 


Age  Group  (Year)  Number 

1956  and  later  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

1955  1,512 

1954  101 

1953  282 

1952  1,052 

1951  132 

1950  156 

1949  664 

1948  ...  670 

1947  68 

1946  838 

1945  and  earlier  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 


Total  ...  5,756 
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(b)  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  special  inspections  78 

Number  of  re-inspections 3,160 

Total  ...  3,238 

Defects  found  at  Medical  Inspections 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  defects  noted  at  both 
periodic  and  special  inspections.  All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspections 
as  requiring  treatment  are  included,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was 
begun  before  the  date  of  inspection:  — 


Defect  or  Disease 

Number 

of  Defects 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Skin  

180 

67 

2 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

396 

273 

11 

6 

(b)  Squint  

64 

18 

4 

— 

(c)  Other  

43 

12 

1 

— 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

8 

21 

2 

3 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

29 

26 

I 

1 

(cj  Other  

7 

14 

— 

— 

Nose  and  Throat  

61 

124 

3 

2 

Speech  

30 

64 

15 

? 

Lymphatic  Glands 

4 

8 

— 

1 

Heart 

13 

109 

1 

1 

Lungs  

55 

116 

7 

3 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

3 

24 

— 

1 

(b)  Other  

29 

60 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

92 

78 

5 

— 

(b)  Feet  

217 

"8 

T 

L. 

1 

(c)  Other  

24 

51 

— . 

1 

Nervous  System : 

(a)  Epilepsy  

8 

5 

— 

— 

(b)  Other  

12 

63 

1 

5 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

2 

27 

4 

8 

(b)  Stability  

24 

85 

17 

10 

Abdomen 

7 

26 

— 

1 

Other  

41 

100 

6 

6 

TOTALS 

1349 

1449 

taaaaaaaaB—BBWBBaii 

82 

SZna&BXBaraBrcSl 

52 

Special  Clinics 

Ophthalmic  Clinics ; Conducted  by  Dr.  Norman  Gardener,  Consultant 
Ophthalmologist,  at  Kernel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted. 

Weekly  clinics  on  Friday  mornings  are  held  at  “Churchill”,  Park 
Road,  Kernel  Hempstead,  and  during  the  year  there  were  61  sessions  at 
which  713  attendances  were  made.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  215 
children. 
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Fortnightly  clinics  on  Saturday  mornings  (or  by  arrangement  as  the 
waiting  list  requires)  are  held  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  Berkhamsted, 
and  during  the  year  there  were  17  sessions  at  which  194  attendances 
were  made.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  72  children. 

Orthoptic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Miss  J.  Gilley,  County  Orthoptist. 

Weekly  sessions  are  held  on  Monday  and  Friday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
During  the  year  there  were  166  sessions  at  which  746  attendances  were 
made.  17  children  were  discharged  as  cured  while  the  treatment  of  65 
other  children  was  discontinued. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Miss  V.  Press,  Speech 

Therapist. 

Weekly  clinics  are  held  in  Hemel  Hempstead  at  “Churchill”,  Park 
Road,  (Mondays  a.m.  and  p.m.),  Adeyfield  Hall  (Fridays,  a.m.  and 
p.m.),  Bennetts  End  Community  Hall  (Tuesdays,  a.m.  and  p.m.), 
Warners  End  Hall  (Wednesdays,  a.m.)  and  in  Berkhamsted  at  The  Hut, 
Butts  Meadow,  (Wednesdays,  p.m.).  A new  clinic  was  opened  at 
Warners  End  (one  session  per  week)  in  September,  1960. 

During  the  year  289  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  1,428 
attendances.  99  were  still  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year— 40  under 
treatment  and  59  under  observation. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics: 

Children  requiring  child  guidance  treatment  or  estimation  of 
intelligence  quotient  are  referred  to  the  clinics  at  St.  Albans  or  Watford. 

Dental  Clinics : 

No  new  dental  clinics  were  opened  in  the  Division  and  the  number 
of  sessions  held  was  approximately  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
With  the  recruitment  of  an  Orthodontist  on  the  staff  of  the  County 
Dental  Officer  an  Orthodontic  session  was  held  on  alternate  Saturday 
mornings  at  “Churchill”.  The  majority  of  the  dental  sessions  were  again 
undertaken  by  part-time  dental  officers. 

Breathing  Exercises  Clinic: 

Children  suffering  from  chest  complaints  which  might  benefit  from 
breathing  exercises  are  referred  to  the  clinic  from  the  primary  schools 
after  medical  examination.  The  clinic,  which  is  held  weekly  on  Tuesday 
mornings  during  school  term  periods  at  “Churchill”,  Park  Road,  Hemel 
Hempstead,  is  conducted  by  Miss  N.  Chatterton  of  the  County  Physical 
Education  staff. 


Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

During  the  year  three  children  were  admitted  to  short-stay  holiday 
homes  for  convalescent  treatment,  the  County  Council  accepting 
financial  responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 
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Handicapped  Faipils 


For  the  year  ended  31.12.60  the  following  handicapped  pupils 
were:  — 

(a)  Newly  placed  in  special  schools  or  boarding  homes: 

Physically  handicapped  1 Partially  deaf  2 

Delicate  2 Educationally  sub-normal  17 

Maladjusted  6 

Total:  28 


(b)  Newly  assessed  as  needing  special  educational  treatment  in  special 
schools  or  in  boarding  homes: 


Physically  handicapped  1 

Deaf  ...  ...  2 

Partially  Deaf  ...  ...  2 

Maladjusted  7 

Total:  35 


Partially  sighted  2 

Delicate  3 

Educationally  sub-normal  18 


Number  of  handicapped  pupils  in  special  schools  at  31-12.60:  — 

Deaf  or  partially  deaf  ...  17  Educationally  sub-normal  57 

Delicate  2 Maladjusted  15 

Physically  handicapped  5 Epileptic  1 

Speech  Defects  1 

Total:  98 

Number  of  handicapped  pupils  receiving  home  tuition  4 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  District  Nurses  last  year  was 
24,304  and  again  the  concentration  of  visits  was  among  the  aged  and 
those  with  chronic  illnesses.  There  were  1,580  more  visits  last  year, 
compared  with  1959,  and  of  the  additional  visits  1,410  were  among  the 
Borough  residents. 

In  the  previous  Annual  Report  it  was  suggested  there  might  be 
a possibly  hidden  inadequacy  in  the  Home  Nursing  Service  in  the 
Borough,  an  inadequacy  which  might  be  revealed  when  additional  staff 
became  available.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  additional  nurse  was 
appointed  for  duty  solely  within  the  Borough.  As  a direct  consequence 
of  the  appointment,  for  there  was  no  major  outbreak  of  illness  and  the 
sickness  rate  appeared  no  higher  than  in  an  average  year,  the  number 
of  visits  within  the  Borough  increased  by  17%.  In  the  remainder  of  the 
Division,  with  its  long  establishment  of  fully  used  nursing  services,  the 
increase  was  about  2%,  an  increase  within  the  normal,  expected,  annual 
variation.  Here  again  the  sickness  rate  was  about  that  of  an  average 
year  and  no  major  outbreak  of  illness  was  reported. 

The  contention  that  an  increase  in  the  number  of  District  Nurses 
provided  for  the  Borough  would  lead  to  a greater  demand  for  their 
services  was  thus  clearly  proved.  If  the  proper  development  of  the 
Home  Nursing  Service  is  to  be  fully  realised  it  is  this  kind  of  idea  which 
it  is  well  to  remember. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


t he  weekly  average  of  home  help  hours  expended  last  year  showed 
a slight  increase  over  1959  from  1,100  hours  to  1,185  hours.  The  alloca- 
tion of  the  hours  among  the  different  categories  of  users  remained 
relatively  unchanged,  though  there  was,  perhaps,  a little  further  bias 
towards  the  aged. 

The  small  expansion  in  the  service  cannot  be  said  to  have  kept 
pace  with  the  demand.  The  supply  problem  in  the  Home  Help  Service 
seems  to  be  more  difficult  than  in  any  of  the  other  personal  health 
services  and  indeed  it  was  easier,  last  year,  to  recruit  professional  and 
clerical  staff  than  Home  Helps.  Difficulties  in  recruitment  were  parti- 
cularly severe  in  Berkhamsted,  King’s  Langley  and  in  many  of  the  out- 
lying parishes.  In  only  two  places  in  the  Division  could  sufficient  Home 
Helps  be  maintained  and  perhaps  to  name  them  would  be  to  tempt 
Providence. 

Whilst  there  exists  fierce  competition  for  the  small  labour  force 
available  the  solution  to  the  problem  cannot  be  foreseen.  In  most  parts 
of  the  Division  there  is  no  shortage  of  part  - time  work  for  married 
women  either  in  industry  or  in  private  houses.  We  must  continue  in  our 
efforts  to  encourage  recruitment  but  we  cannot  be  over-optimistic  about 
the  future  expansion  of  the  Home  Help  Service  while  the  present 
favourable  economic  circumstances  in  this  particular  field  of  employ- 
ment remain.  We  should,  at  least,  be  grateful  to  those  of  our  Home 
Helps  who  have  stood  by  us  so  nobly  and  for  so  long.  They  have 
proved  to  themselves,  at  least,  that  theirs  is  a worthwhile  job. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Until  1960  the  Division  shared  with  St.  Albans’  Division  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Mental  Health  Social  Worker,  who  concentrated  her  effort 
almost  entirely  on  the  welfare  of  the  mentally  sub  - normal  and  their 
families.  Approximately  100  mentally  sub-normal  persons  are  under 
supervision  in  the  area,  of  whom  40  attend  a well-equipped  and  well- 
managed  Junior  Training  Centre  in  Hemel  Hempstead.  The  Centre 
caters  for  up  to  36  children  of  both  sexes  up  to  16  years  of  age,  though 
older  girls  still  continue  to  attend,  and  has  in  addition  a woodwork 
section  for  12  older  boys  with  a qualified  instructor  in  charge.  It  is  very 
noticeable  how  the  Centre  has  prospered  and  grown  since  its  removal 
in  1959  to  new  accommodation. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  certain  Sections  of  the  Mental 
Health  Act  1959,  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  in  the  com- 
munity care  for  all  mentally  disordered  persons  has  increased  and  in 
anticipation  of  the  increase  the  services  of  a Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
and  a Mental  Welfare  Officer  for  the  Division  were  obtained  towards 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  progress  in  the  community  care  of  the  mentally  ill  must,  of 
necessity,  be  slow,  but  its  development  will  be  watched  by  many  people 
with  great  interest. 


107 


V 


